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“ A magnificent idea is the conference in Yosemite 
Valley!” writes a friend from Lancaster, England. 
So thousands are thinking, and they will be ready 
to have a part in its sessions. 


In a recent installation sermon at Buffalo, Dr, 
Calkins recalled this characteristic remark of the late 
Dr. Brainard, of this city: “ There are three qualifi- 
cations of ministers, piety, fidelity, and poverty. The 
first two we must obtain of the Lord by prayer; but 
we may trust the stinginess of the churches for the 
last.” In the light of this truth, ifa church has a 
poor minister, who is responsible ? 


A Sunday-school in Boston recently displayed at a 
children's meeting “ the banner of the oldest known 
Sunday-school in America.” On this banner were 
the figures 1815. Are we to understand that this 
school numbers “ 1815” on the list of schools claiming 
to be the oldest in America? We knew their number 
was large; but this puts it at a higher figure than 
we supposed. 


There were a great many of us who failed to know 
what it was which kept our nation from anarchy and 


but it is all clear now. One of our religious contem- 
poraries declares that it was an editorial in its own 
columns called “‘The Republic and the Crisis,’ which 
so calmed the public mind pending the presidential 
struggle in November.” It is pleasant to have a 
point of history like this finally settled! And what 
a comfort for one to feel that he saved his country ! 


Already the new English system of public education 
tells favorably on the public morals, In illustration of 
this, The London Sunday School Chronicle quotes Mr. 
Wetherhead, governor of Holloway Prison, as saying 
that the number of juvenile criminals has steadily 
diminished, so that in place of 136 males and 21 
females sent to that prison in 1869, there were in 
1876 only 28 males and no females. It pays to look 
after the children. It is cheaper to educate them as 
scholars than to punish them as criminals. A school- 
house costs less and does more for the public protec- 
tion than a jail. 


We believe that no one denies—whatever may be 
his views on the Sabbath question—that the opening 
of the Permanent Exhibition on Sunday, with a 
charge for admission tickets, is a direct and flagrant 
violation of the laws of Pennsylvania; and that all 
who have a part in such opening are liable to be 
brought up before the courts as culprits, and fined for 
their misdeeds. In this view ofthe case, there is a 
comical aspect to the touching appeals for ‘‘ Christian 
charity”’ on the part of law-loving citizens, which are 
made by “ Acting President” Henry D. Moore, of the 
Exhibition, and by Mr. Francis Murphy, who proposes 


; to be an Acting Lecturer at the Exhibition on one of 


these Sundays. Mr. Moore declares that he and all 
his associate managers are inclined to keep on 
“acting” in defiance of law; but he hopes that 
Christians will have charity in judging these law- 
breakers. Mr. Murphy hopes as much—or a little 
more. It was toward midnight that a farmer heard 
some one at his wood-pile in the yard. Opening his 
window he called out indignantly, “ Let that wood 
alone, you thief.” “ Don’t call me thief,” was the 
plaintive response. “A great moral principle is 
involved here. If wecan’t agree, let us have charity.” 
Charity is a very good thing; but the man who 
clamors for it under such circumstances had better 
keep his hands off his neighbor's wood-pile while the 
“ great moral principle” is in discussion. 


What a different thing is the average church 
prayer-meeting from its predecessor of a generation 
ago! And what an improvement on the old-time 
pattern! The prayer-meeting of former days was by 
no means an attractive place to young people ;—hardly 
more so to their seniors. The minister’s son, or the 
son of the more pious among the church-members, 
who had to go to the weekly prayer-meeting, went as 
a sense of duty—if not of penance. He does not yet 


church in which the meeting was held; nor the 
dragging hymns and prayers and talks and pauses of 
the occasion. The social elements of such a meeting 
were utterly lacking. The people who came into the 
room first took seats nearest the door; and all who 
came afterwards tried to get seats behind them. 
The talks were platitudes, The prayers were fair 
specimens of “ the unwritten liturgies ;” if you heard 





forget the gloomy “debasement” of the country 





always pray. He had made iis prayer. The sing- 
ing included such hymns as.‘ Where is the blessed- 
ness I knew,” and “ Perhaps He will admit my piea ; 
perhaps will hear my prayer.” And then the long 
intervals of silence, with an occasional prompting call 
for service from the minister! A friend of ours 
referring to these times of waiting, describes them as 
“blank pauses, such as our minister in the country, 
when I was a boy, used to interrupt by saying, ‘Still 
time, brethren |!’ and I always wondered why he need 
tell the brethren that it was a ‘s¢i// time.’"’ But how 
different all this now! Thechurch prayer-meeting 
of to-day is attractive to young and to old. The 
young people enjoy it, and they and the older ones are 
profited by it. The social element is not ignored. 
The front seats are occupied. The prayers are fresh 
and hearty and intelligent. A special theme of 
thought, pre-announced, is under consideration. One 
and another speaks upon it, or is influenced by it as 
he leads in prayer. The hymns are songs of praise 
and gladness, ‘The atmosphere of the place is warm 
and genial and inspiriting. An evident reason for this 
gratifying change is the decided growth of the church 
in intelligence and spiritual life through the sys- 
tematic study of the Bible. The average church- 
member of to-day knows far more of the Bible than 
his fathers knew. Because of this increase in knowl- 
edge he is more of a man, and a more useful member 
of the church of Christ. There is room enough yet 
for progress in this direction ; but let us recognize 
the gain already made, and because of this gain let 
us thank God and take courage. 





PRAYING UNDER DIFFICULTIES, 


There is a great deal written and said about prayer 
which is sadly discouraging to Christians generally. 
There are treatises on this theme which tend to make 
many disciples of Jesus doubt if they can ever pray 
acceptably, since they cannot come up to the stand- 
ard therein uplifted. And sermons on prayer have 
sometimes a similar influence on the more devout 
and sensitive of their hearers. The idea gained from 
them is, that there is no true prayer, no prayer heard 
and approved of God, except from hearts where 
iniquity is never regarded, and from minds which 
are consciously fixed and reverent in the thought of 
fittingly approaching a great and a holy God ; that 
unless for the hour we are like Peter upon the house- 
top—the affairs of daily life all beneath us, and the 
opened heavens above us—as we pray, our prayers 
will not be heard of the Lord, if indeed they are not 
an abomination in his sight. 

Now this is all wrong—wrong because unecriptural. 
It is a wrong conception of prayer which limits its 
privileges to the pure in heart, or denies its profit to 
the soul burdened with a consciousness of sin. This 
conception may seem to be in accordance with those 
teachings of the Old Testament which were designed 
to show to man that his best offerings are destitute 
of merit, and that he cannot be saved by the works 
of the law; but it is utterly at variance with the 
New Testament invitations to the sinner to come in 
all his unworthiness and ask for salvation—not be- 
cause he merits acceptance, but because he needs for- 
giveness, It is not the law-observing Pharisee, stand- 
ing upright in the temple and calling God to witness 
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his zeal and fidelity in all religious duties, whose 
prayer finds favor with the Lord; but it is the hum- 
ble and guilt-oppreseed publican, who, standing afar 
off, dares not even to lift his eyes to heaven, as he 
smites upon his breast, and says, “ God be merciful to 
measinner!” If any of us are disturbed by what 
of uninspired utterances we hear or read concerning 
the conditions of acceptable prayer, let us turn to this 
picture of the praying publican, who went to his 
home justified in response to his call for mercy, and 
take comfort and courage. If at any time we have 
a sense of need; if we are willing to trust ourselves 
to Jesus Christ as our Saviour; if, as his disciples, 
we turn to God and ask in faith for that which is in 
accordance with God's will,—we are praying accepta- 
bly, notwithstanding the sinfulness of our hearts and 
the imperfectness of our petitions. 

But there is another trouble with many Christians, 
in their prayers, beyond this fear that they cannot 
pray acceptably while full of sin. There are disci- 
ples of Jesus who ordinarily enjoy prayer, and who 
do not doubt God's readiness to receive and hear them 


just as they are, who in some time of special trouble 


and need find themselves quite unable to pray. A 
heavy burden is on their hearts,—a burden they are 
not strong enough to bear, and which they know they 
ought to lay upon their Saviour. They are in anguish 
of mind and in bitterness of soul; and their reason 
and their faith combine to point them to Jesus as the 
source of consolation and support. But they are too 
sore troubled to pray. They go to the place of 
prayer; they kneel before God, and—their lips are 
closed. Their thoughts are busy, but not with words 
of prayer. They are thinking of their burden—not 
of the source of consolation. They are remembering 
how that burden came upori them. They are won- 
dering if and how it can ever be taken from them. 
They are regretting the consequences of their folly or 
misdoing, 2r of some one else’s mistake or trans- 
gression. Their minds are full of everything except 
the words of prayer they came to offer. Yet all this 
time they know, in their inmost souls, that their only 
hope is in God, and that God stands ready to hear 
their prayer, and to give them full relief; but pray 
they cannot. The most they can do is to ejaculate a 
few broken petitions, a few cries of mental suffering, 
a few groans of unutterable sorrow of soul. What 
does all this mean? Now that they are most in need 
of the benefits of prayer, they are least able to enjoy 
prayer. Now that they want very much, they can 
ask nothing. It is not that they are unwilling to 
pray, but that they cannot do it. Day after day 
drags wearily by in this way ; and still their hearts 
seem dead within them, and the heavens are as brass 
above them. They are much in the spirit of prayer, 
but they do not pray. Is their faith, then, all a delu- 
sion? Are they, after all, not the disciples of Jesus ? 

This is the experience and these are the perplexities 
of many a troubled Christian, in the hour of special 
trial and need. ‘The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak,” Let no believer wonder that this is 
his case. Let him not for one moment doubt that 
God considers him in his weakness, and will in love 
answer the prayer which he would fain offer if he 
had the strength to give it utterance.. See a little 


‘child on the bed of sickness, He looks up trustfully 


to his mother, and asks sweetly, ‘“ Please, mamma, 
give mea drink of water." How quick is the loving 
mother’s response accordingly. 
burns, the little one’s strength grows feebler. The 
parching lips can no longer speak the words of desire. 
The wasted fingers pleadingly point to the longed for 
water; but there is no word of request for the 
refreshing draught. Is that watchful mother less 
prompt than before to give the drink her darling 
needs and craves, but cannot ask for? “If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father which is 
in heaven give good things to them that ask him!” 
If you can read your sick child's longing when he 
is unable to tell the story of his wants, will you doubt 
that “‘your Father knoweth what things ye have need 


But as the fever ; 





of before ye ask him,” and that, when you are too 
weak or too sorely perplexed to frame your accus- 
tomed prayer for help, it shall come to pass that 
before you call he will answer, and while you are yet 
trying to speak he will hear ? 

Precious answers are given of God to prayers 
which were never spoken; and many a follower of 
Jesus draws nearer to his Father in heaven while in 
his weakness and sorrow he cannot pray, than when 
his lips are freest with petitions for every good thing; 
for it is in these seasons of sorest sorrow and direst 
need that “ the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities,” and 
“maketh intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered.” 


LESSONS FROM MEN OF THE WORLD. 


Can the church go to school to the world? Some 
of our readers may shudder at the question, asif it 
carried an implication that the world was better, or 
at least more intelligent, than the church. They 
may be ready to remind us that the Bible commends 
the church’ and condemns the world, and that the 
duty of the church is to instruct and reprove the world, 
and not to be taking lessons of it. All of which is 
doubtless true, in a certain very important sense. 
But this fact need not hinder our noticing another 
respect in which the relations of the two parties 
change, and the world becomes the teacher of the 
church. Ingo saying we do but accept and put to 
use a pregnant hint dropped by our Lord himself 
when he said: “ The children of this world are wiser 
in their generation than the children of light.” It 
must be that the less wise can and should take les- 
sons of the more wise. So let us learn what the 
world can teach us. 

Wisdom commonly means the shrewd adaptation 
of means to ends. Taken in the highest sense, it 
may be applied to the choice of the best ends; and 
there the world is all folly, and the saint is the em- 
bodiment of wisdom, as the Bible always asserts. 
But in the lower sense, of using means well adapted 
to gain one’s end, irrespective of the character of the 
end, the world has the advantage over the Christian. 
It is perfect, from its own point of view, while the 
Christian is far from being so from his point of view. 
Take, for instance, the fact of uninterrupted conse- 
cration to their respective work; has the Christian 
nothing to learn here from his unconverted neighbor ? 
That neighbor is devoted simply to this world. He 
lives for it, every day, every hour, every moment. It. 
is in his thought when he rises, while he labors, when 
he retires ; nor is it dismissed, even when sleep closes 
his eyes and puts his body at rest, for it is still upper- 
most in his dreams. Can the disciple of Jesus claim 
an equally incessant devotion to his Master? Test 
him by his own former life. Before his conversion 
he was, as Paul declares, “free from righteousness,” 
Can he affirm that, since his conversion, he has been 
equally free from sin? If not, then the sinner is 
more true and constant to his chosen end than is the 
saint, and may in that general respect be taken as an 
example. What we need is, a church as dead to sin 
as the world is to righteousness; a church as uninter- 
ruptedly engaged in doing the work of Christ as the 
world in seeking its own selfish interests. 

Take the matter of zeal. We Christians allow 
ourselves to be seemingly indifferent to what we pro- 
‘ess to regard as of the highest importance, and are 
almost or quite ashamed to be counted zealous in 
securing it. But if our object is what we claim that 
it is in nobility and practical value, we ought to be 
the most zealous characters on earth. Paul thought 
so, and lived out the idea, saying, “This one thing 
I do.” When was a man of the world ashamed of 
being zealous in securing his chosen end? Here is 
a merchant, at his store early and late, thinking, plan- 
ning, writing letters, talking with customers, showing 
goods, examining his books, stimulating his clerks, 
studying price-currents, making journeys, and carry- 
ing his business continually on his mind. He is full 
of it, at all times, inall places. He meansto be rich, 


and the purpose is a continual inspiration. Here is 
a politician anxious for the success of his party. He 
prides himself on being an “ active worker.” He 
attends numberless meetings. During a political 
campaign he is at home hardly a single evening of 
the week. He contributes money and labor, as well as 
time ; he aids in hiring speakers and in printing cam- 
paign documents ; he stations himself at the polls to 
distribute ballots, or goes from house to house to call 
out the voters. His conversation turns incessantly 
on that topic, and his loud and emphatic tones show 
the deep interest which he feels in the result of the 
election. What zeal equals that of the pleasure-seek- 
ers? They eagerly employ all the old methods of 
excitement, and then rack their brains to invent some- 
thing new. They have varied pleasures for the dif- 
ferent seasons of the year, so that neither summer's 
heat nor winter's cold may rob them of their coveted 
enjoyment. And the same eagerness characterizes 
them in city and in country, among the mountains, 
at the springs, and by the seaside. What a pros- 
perity the church of Christ would have, were its 
members to be equally zealous with these worldlings. 
in securing the true object of life and the advance- 
ment of God’s cause. Very few can say with the 
Psalmist and our Saviour, “ The zeal of (or for) thine 
house (or cause) hath eaten me up.” 

There, too, is the characteristic of enterprise, as 
seen in adapting means to ends at any necessary cost. 
An intense purpose creates ingenuity of contrivance, 
and does not pause at necessary expenditure. A 
map of the world, determined to carry a certain 
point, develops a marvelous faculty of devising meth- 
ods and instrumentalities. He does not indulge idle 
wishes, nor sit in despair facing difficulties. He 
proves the truth of the maxim, that “ necessity is the 
mother of invention.” And having ascertained the 
way to success, he does not allow himself to be de- 
terred by any expense, within his power to meet, 
which is warranted by the value of the object which 
he wishes to secure. Hence we see that worldly 
enterprises are very commonly costly. Men, in their 
individual capacity, expend money lavishly on their 
pleaeures and on their ambitions, while, in associated 
action, they think nothing of the outlay of millions 
in the execution of their plans. And this is wisdom, 
in so far as the matter of success is concerned. Ifa 
nneeded line of steamers to Europe or to China 
requires a capital of five millions of dollars, the money 
is well spent which secares it. If a railroad from 
ocean to ocean is a national necessity, and can be 
built for fis: or one hundred millions, no one grudges 
the money. Everybody sees, in secular affairs, that 
the means must be commensurate with the grandeur 
and value of the end in view. 

It is only when we come to Christian work that 
enterprise becomes of small account; and one views 
with mingled astonishment and grief the small 
amount of ingenuity which the church brings to bear 
upon the solution of its problems, and the unwise 
economy which limits action and prevents success. 
What we need is, that large-brained and largest-headed 
saints should plan out church work with the skill, and 
push it with the enterprise, which characterize secu- 
lar undertakings. Then a single generation might 
witness the thorough evangelization of nominally 
Christian lands, and the proclamation of Christianity, 
on a large scale, in every heathen region. If it was 
wise (and who can doubt it?) for our single nation to 
expend three thousand millions of dollars, in four 
years, to maintain the government and to preserve 
the union of our states, it would be wise for the church 
to do as much to overthrow Satan’s usurped dominion, 
and to conquer this world for Jesus Christ. And 
yet we are content to make a faint show of expendi- 
ture, in our effort to convert the nations, showing 
little boldness of conception, or enterprise of execu- 
tion, as compared with men of the world. But this 
shall not always be said. God is enlarging our views, 
and under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost the 
church will some day astonish the world by its sanc- 
tified wisdom. 
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HE KNOWETH. 
BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 


Out of the window in the night 

I see, by the city’s watchful light, 
Wandering shapes of woe and want, 
Shapes that the bitter midnight haunt. 


Safe I lie by the fireside warm, 

Lapped in comfort and kept from harm: 
They are pining for food and fire, 

Torn with poverty’s mad desire. 


I with the sweets of earth am fed 

They go crying for broken bread. 

I am guarded by love and friends : 

In grief and madness their pathway ends. 


Their ceaseless sorrow frights my sleep, 
I think of the hours they wake and weep. 
They chill my blood, and my heart dismay, 
And I cannot soften their thorny way, 


I think and long till my weary brain 
Turns to its final rest again, 

And I lay my head on His garment’s hem 
Who fashioned deftly both clod and gem. 


His showers fall not, from upper air, 
One drop here, and one drop there, 
But down in a silver rush of rain 
On field and forest, on hill and plain. 


If long in heaven his love delays, 
Hiding from man its wondrous ways, 
Well I know it will come at last, 
When the little round of life is past. 


The light that shines, and the wind that blows 
Where it listeth and no man knows, 

Have their message; and want and woe 

Oo his errands run to and fro. 


In my thankful heart his goodness lives, 

So may I take the grief he gives. 

Oh! who in this world could wake or rest, 
Without the knowledge that God knows best’ 


AND YE FATHERS. 


BY THE REV. J. R. MILLER. 





About two thirds of all church-members are women, 
and yet there are many reasons why men should be Chris- 
tians. They owe the best of their life to God. Their own 
self-interest, if rightly understood, would lead them into 
his service. But there is another reason which ought to 
appeal with irresistible force to all true-hearted men. It 
is their relation to their families. They rest under solemn 
responsibility for other souls as well as their own. Other 
lives look up to them for example, for sympathy, for com- 
munion, for help. Other hands are put into theirs,—feeble 
hands, children’s hands, to be led in the right way. Other 
hearts repose on theirs. If we are our brother’s keeper, 
and if that charge takes in all the human race, how much 
more are we men the keepers of those who clamber on to 
our knees, when we come home at nightfall, and who cling 
to us with such perfect trust and such unwavering confi- 
dence! Who shall care for these if we will not? .Who 
will bring them to heaven, if we fail in our part? 

A man may resist God through his youth, and steel his 
heart against all the appeals of conscience, and all the 
striving of the Holy Ghost. But when he bends over the 
cradle of his first-born, when he hears its first cry, when 
he listens to its first appeals for help, when he begins to 
realize that here is a soul which he must teach, and which 
he must lead through this world to God’s bar, and whose 
eternal destiny is in his keeping, how can his heart steel 
itself any longer ? 

When a sweet child-face looks up into his with mute 
appeal, by its very helplessness claiming protection and 
shelter, how can he stay away from God’s feet an instant 
longer? When a little soft hand is reached up for him to 
clasp in his and lead forth, where is the heart that does 
not grow tender, and the conscience that does not awake? 
If ever a man feels his need of God, it is when other lives 
are thus put into his hands, to be moulded, and trained, 
and formed for eternity. 

And we men cannot push the responsibility aside by 
saying that all that is the mother’s work. Where can you 
find a passage in God’s word that saysso? The father is 
the divinely established and divinely recognized head of 
the house, and on him rests, first and foremost, the respon- 
sibility. It will not do to leave the religious training and 
culture of the family to the mothers. They have their 
place, and their blessed work, but so have the fathers. 

Then think what a wrong it is to a woman, tender, frail, 
and confiding in her nature, to leave her to walk along 
through this world, amid such momentous responsibilities, 
receiving no help, no sympathy, nocommunion in care and 
burden-bearing, from her husband. She must meet her 





religious duties unsustained by him. She must leave him 
outside of the most sacred and holy part of her life, where 
she needs him most. She must bear alone the responsibil- 
ity of her children’s Christian culture and education. Alone 
she must bow in prayer for them. Alone she must stand 
in her efforts to mould them for heaven. In her sorrows 
she gets no help from the mutual faith and prayer of him 
whom she loves better than any other but her God. 
Besides, she has to contend against all the neutralizing and 
antagonizing influences of his example, and possibly his 
teachings, in building up her home, and training her chil- 
dren, and living her own Christian life. Too often, before 
such discouragements, the truest piety breaks down, and 
the woman and wife, once a lovely Christian, left alone, 
and growing aweary, loses by degrees the fervor and ear- 
nestness of her first love, quits the house of God, ceases 
trying to maintain her religious life, and the home is given 
over to indifference, to godlessness, and the children are 
left to wander or drift whither they will, until they are 
lost to Christ, to virtue, and to hope, 

Ought not men to serve God for the sake of the families ? 
I need not stop to paint the results of a godless home life | 
No family altar. No open Bible, No secret prayer. No 
holy teachings. No Christ-like example. No power of 
grace. Can it be hoped that children so reargd can be 
beautiful in character, or can at last reach heayen? And 
where is the man, indifferent as he may be to his own soul’s 
interests, who wants to see his beautiful and.precious chil- 
dren lost ? 

Let the men serve the Lord for the sake of those who 
cling to them. How can they guide them to God unless 
they have found the way for themselves? Let a man ask 
himself, when he comes home at night, and his little child 
with sweet face and sunny hair creeps into his bosom, 
“ Am I true to my child, while I shut God out of my own 
life? Do I not need heavenly wisdom to help me to train 
this immortal soul for a glorious and happy immortality? 
Am I fit and able to meet all the solemn responsibility of 
fatherhood above, in my human weakness, without the 
help of God? Should I not seek God, that by my example 
I may show my child the true way of life, and that by his 
help I may be truly its teacher, its guide, its protector?” 

I know not how any man can honestly meet these ques- 
tions, in the presence of his own heart, as he bends over 
the nestling, confiding, innocent child, lying dependent in 
his arms, and not then and there fall upon his knees and 
give himself to God. Two beautiful little children run to 
meet me when they hear my latch-key in the door, and 
clinging to me, and climbing into my arms, call me father, 
Much as I love them, tenderly as my heart clings to them, 
rather would I see them laid away in little graves, and 
miss from my life henceforth all their sweetness and all 
their love and all the wondrous joy they bring to me, and 
go with empty bosom and sobbing heart through this 
world, than to attempt to train them, and lead them on, 
and guide them through life’s perils, and mould their char- 
acters, without the help of God. 





WOMAN’S HEROISM. 
BY D. C. MACDONALD. 


History acquaints us with many heroic acts performed by 
women,—acts which, in daring and intrepidity, have never 
been surpassed. Of these, the Bible contains some of the 
most striking incidents on record. We find among the Judges 
of Israel a woman, who bears not the least prominent part 
in one of the most decisive campaigns of Hebrew history, 
or of any age; and the glorious eloquence of her inspired 
song transmits from age to age an account of the brave, 
energetic manner in which Deborah judged Israel, the reli- 
ance of the whole nation upon her discernment and discre- 
tion, and the triumphant victory gained under her leader- 
ship and through the influence of her heroism. Again, at 
a most critical period of Jewish history, we find the heroism 
of a woman to have been the means of the nation’s preser- 
vation. Were ever more sublime words uttered than the 
“Tf I perish, I perish,” of Esther in that fearfalhour? In 
the history of the Judges we have one of the most pathetic 
stories ever penned,—the sacrifice of Jephthah’s daughter. 
The hand of Abraham was stayed ere he yielded up his son, 
his only son, for the all-merciful Spirit revealed to the 
father that Jehovah would provide himself a lamb. But in 
the sacrifice of Jephthah, no compassionate high-priest inter- 
posed to spare the voluntary victim; for she said, “ Do to 
me according to the vow which hath proceeded out of thy 
mouth.” There is something passing noble in her chivalric 
indifference to the unnatural doom. But itis in the moral 
heroism of the Marys that this characteristic attains its 
climax among sacred narratives. In that dark and myste- 
rious hour when he whom their loving hearts believed to 
have been the “ Redeemer of Israel” was condemned as a 
blasphemer and a usurper, and subjected to an agonizing 





and humiliating death, when all the disciples forsook him 
and fled, their heroic fortitude never for a moment flinched. 
Last at the cross and earliest at the sepulchre, it was meet 
that they should be the first preachers of the sublime doc- 
trine of the resurrection, and that the religion which they 
so implicitly believed should prove the means of moral, 
social, and civil renovation to their sex throughout all 
future ages. 


In the history of ancient Rome, we have the heroism of 
the mother and wife of Coriolanus, in going forth to stay 
the wrath of the heathen chief in order to secure the safety 
of the nation, The heroism of the Greek Hypatia, when, 
to disseminate doctrines which have since been proved to 
be but a little less ennobling than the truths of Chris- 
tianity, she suffered martyrdom at the hands of those whom 
she desired to save; the martial courage of the British 
Boadicea, when she rallied her despairing troops on the eve 
of battle and disaster; the supernatural enthusiasm of 
Joan of Arc, when she inspired her wavering countrymen 
with a superhuman energy which enabled them to achieve 
asuccession of brilliant victories; the fearlessness and self- 
abnegation of the Indian Pocahontas,—these are acts which 
from the peculiarity of place, time, and circumstance, must 
forever remain unique. They are acts which we know not 
how to face when placed in juxtaposition with the fact 
that they were performed by those whom we have been 
accustomed to regard as weak, incapable, timid women. 
The instances might be multiplied, and the reader can easily 
recall a host of others, but we will only cite one more here 
as an example of feminine moral heroism,—the case of 
Madame De Stael. The greatest compliment ever paid by 
a man to a woman was that which Napoleon Bonaparte, in 
the plenitude of his power, paid Madame De Stael, in 
exiling her from Paris. 

Here was a man, the greatest general of his age, at the 
head of a warlike nation, commanding an army of many 
hundred thousand men, the arbiter of Europe, and the lord 
of the eastern world, except that part of it which could be 
reached and overawed by the English navy; and here was 
a woman, then of no great fortune or celebrity, receiving 
every evening a circle of friends in a modest drawing-room 
at Paris. They were antagonists, those two! Both were 
foreigners,—he an Italian-Corsican, she a Swiss. The man 
was dazzling and intoxicating France, while using France 
for purposes of hisown. The woman would not be dazzled. 
In a delirious city, she kept her senses. In a company 
drunk, she remained sober. Among a people dreaming, 
she was awake. And gifted as she was by nature with an 
excellent mind, a humane heart, and an eloquent tongue, 
she had the power to waken and restore other minds, and 
she used her power fearlessly. There was danger in sucha 


woman, The conqueror felt it, and owned himself unable . 


to cope with her, by sending her to reside a hundred and 
twenty miles from Paris! If she ventured to approach 
nearer, he wrote with his own hand an order to his chief 
of police to make her keep herdistance. ‘That she-crow,” 
he styles her in one of thee fierce notes, “That bird of 
evil omen,” he calls her in another. 


The heroism of the strong, the rich, the powerful, of men 
fired with noble and elevated ambition, struggling to 
transmit principles dearer than life, is at all times a subject 
worthy of contemplation. But when we turn to the 
heroism, not of deeds, but of souls, not of active exertions, 
but of passive endurance, we come in contact with the 
divine. This is holy ground. No philosophical principles, 
no self-love, no hope of aggrandizement, would or could 
form a motive for or induce the acquisition of such a spirit 
of heroism. This has been regarded as women’s special 
province, because the want of physical strength prevents 
active exertion on her part. And the instances given of 
women’s endurance are esteemed, not the spontaneous out- 
growth of disposition, but of a combination of peculiarities 
which require the exercise of a power of which women are 
believed to be devoid. However this may be, generation 
after generation of men and women have discovered in 
turn, that there is a latent principle, which, after the 
destruction of all barriers, and the leveling of all inequali- 
ties, is found to belong to women pre-eminently and 
peculiarly. Eloquence can hardly exhaust itself in praise 
of those actions which, from the prejudice inspired by 
custom, seem almost miraculous. But what shall we say 
éf the untold and numberless lives which have been lived 
in silence and uncomplainingly? Separated from the 
common interests of mankind, leading a secluded and 
monotonous life, and possessing a nature mysterious even 
to herself, we could not wonder were the heart of woman 
to fail her in fulfilling her appointed work in silence and, to 
a great extent, alone, even in the happiest circumstances 
Even in the daily duties, “the trivial round and common 
task” of every-day life, we expect, and almost demand, a 
disposition which is marvelous. The current ides that the 
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field of domesticity is one of mere pastime, a perpetual 
holiday, and that the women therein concerned are mere 
Jookers-on in the battle of life, must jar and clash most 
discordantly with the sensitive hearts which oftentimes 
bend, but eeldom break, under the burden of the stupendous 
fabric they are called upon to rear. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


—_——@———. 


JUST OBEY. 


BY Cc. M. 


Do as you are told to do 

By those wiser far than you; 
Do not say, 

“ What the use of this may be 

T am sure I cannot see:” 
Just obey! 


Do not sulk, and do not sigh, 

Tho’ it seem in vain to try: 
Work away! 

All the ends yon cannot see: 

Do your duty faithfully— 
Just obey | 


When at length you come to know 

Why ‘twas ordered thus and so, 
You will ray: 

“Glad am I that when to me 

All was dark as dark cou!d be, 

I could trust, and cheerfully : 
Just obey!" 





MISSIONARY CHICKENS. 
BY EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 


The black top-knot belonged to Bertha, and the white 
one to Dora, and they were both missionary chickens. 

For when old Speckle’s chicks were only little puffy balls 
of down, about as big as you could cuddle nicely in your 
two hands, Bertha and Dora went to a missionary meeting, 
and heard some very sad stories about the children in hea- 


then countries, and some very encouraging ones about the 


ways in which we might raise money to help them. 
“We couldn't raise veg’tables,” said Bertha, “ because 


‘ the people in this town have more than they want, ’cept 
old Miss Lukens, and she couldn’t buy any; she’s a kind 


of a heathen herself, I s'pose.” 

“And we couldn't save paper-rags,” said Dora, “ because 
Elfen has all the paper-rag money to buy tins for the kitch- 
en, and she won’t hardly let me have a scrap for my dolly. 


‘Maybe we could sell flower seeds, but that is so long to 


wait,” 
Just at that moment they came to the gate and saw 
Speckle’s pretty family rushing about after mites of bugs 


and worms, while their poor old mother stretched her 


neck through the bars of the coop, and tried her best to 
persuade them it was much nicer inside, where she was. 

“© Dora!” screamed Bertha, “let’s have a missionary 
hen, and sell the eggs and the chickens.” 

“So we will,” said Dora, “that is just the plan I was 
going to think of if you had waited a minute longer. Let’s 
each choose one of Speckle’s chickens, because she's the 
best of all the hens to make her nest in good easy places, 
and I s’pose her children will be the same.” 

“I choose this black one,” said Bertha, pouncing upon 
one of the chicks ; “ you can tell it better, and then I think 
it’s very proper for a missionary chicken to be of that 


*e0lor.” 


Dora wished in her secret heart that she had chosen first, 
but she had no thought of acknowledging her disappoint- 


* “mient, so she said : 


“ Well, I shall choose this white one; a white chicken has 
a kind of dignified look, and besides I think she'll be deaf— 
papa read that white cats were—and then she can ’tend to 
her business better without anything to disturb her atten- 
tion.” 

Bertha felt quite overcome by the superior qualities of 
Dora’s choice, but they carried the two chickens away and 
put them in a little box, while Dora rehearsed to them all the 
startling stories she had heard of the condition of the 
heathen. 

“ Now, Bertha,” she said, ‘‘ you must charge em.” 

“T thought,” said Bertha, “ charging was what they did 


. to guns.” 


“No, they do it to ministers ; it’s telling ‘em how to be- 
have, and what they've got to do.” 

So Bertha “charged ” the screeching little missionaries 
to grow as fast as they possibly could, and lay two eggs 
every day, and prove themselves in every respect models to 


“their race. “I name mine Luckmee,” said Dora, deter- 





mined to be in season this time, “after that pretty little 
girl in India.” 

“ Well,” said Bertha, “ mine is—is—Peep-o’-day. Don’t 
you think Peep-o’-day is a good name?” 

“It's well enough, only I don’t really think it’s a mis- 
sionary name.” 

But old Speckle was in such a state of excitement that 
the children thought best to restore her children without 
any more discussion; and from that time Luckmee and 
Peep-o’-day ran and ate and quarreled and slept with their 


| brothers and sisters just as if they had never been charged 
'and christened. They passed safely through the many 


perils of chickenhood ; they ran about under the feet of the 
cows in chase of grasshoppers, and were not stepped on; 
they ventured boldly into the pig-trough, and were not 
eaten up; they balanced on the edge of the rain-water barrel, 
and didnot fall in. Their brothers and sisters disappeared 
one by One and twé by two in the fall and early winter; 
but Peep and Luck escaped the doom of fat chickens, and 
shared in the merry-making at Christmas by devouring a 
huge digh of choice bits at the back door. When the warm 
days of February came, the other chickens began to crawk 
and cackle, and presently there were new-laid eggs on the 
haymow and'in the mangers, and the children were wild 
with delight when at last Peep-o’-day announced her first 
egg with agreat parade and bluster. 

Luckmee onght to have been moved by this good exam- 
ple, but she took no notice of it all. -Peep went on with 
her duties like a well-behaved hen, but Luck simply 
scratched and ate, locking up once in a while when Peep 
was particularly noisy, and giving a low littlechuckle pre- 
cisely as if she was laughing at her. Dora was indignant, 
and thoroughly out of patience. She put Luck under dis- 
cipline, and shut her up every morning for a week, hoping 
to improve her manners, but it was of no uss. 

“ Never mind,” said Dora, “ you shall have half of Peep’s 
eggs.” 

“ That's good of you, Bertha,” said Dora; “but you see 
I'm thinking of the heathen, and dividing the eggs makes 
just the same money for them. I think Luck is too mean.” 

“O Dora!” said Bertha, suddenly, “maybe she’s deaf; 
you know you said she would be.” 

“Maybe,” said Dora; but she was not at all disposed to 
forgive her on that ground, and poor Luck continued in 
disgrace until one day it was discovered that she hada 
nest with six eggs under the straw stack. 

Then Dora was triumphant, and Bertha sbared in her 
satisfaction ; but after all, with eggs at a shilling a dozen, 
money did not accumulate very fast, besides it was soon 
time to provide for the setting, and the eggs were carefully 
laid away in cotton, fourteen from each nest. 

It was a proud day for Bertha when Peep was estab- 
lished upon her nest fallof eggs in the manger; and, greatly 
to Dora’s astonishment, Luck immediately decided not to 
be beaten, and suffered herself to be moved into the other 
end of the manger. 

“ Now they’ll be company for each other,” said Dora, but 
to the best of my information the two sisters did not ex- 
change a word of gossip during the weeks that they epent 
together. 

It happened one day, when Bertha and Dora were at 
their grandmother's, that two venturesome little heads 
thrust themselves out from under Peep’s feathers, and two 
very small voices made short remarks to each other about 
this wonderful new world. Luck’s soul was filled with 
envy, and straightway deserting her own nest, she called, 
and coaxed, and fluttered, and scolded, until she succeeded 
in enticing the two foolish chicks away from their natural 
mother; and the first thing Dora saw, when she got home, 
was Luck with her adopted children scratching among the 
chips. The fraud was soon discovered, but it was too late ; 
the eggs were chilled, and Dora could only cry over them as 
Patrick buried them ina corner of the barnyard. Peep 
brought off ten of her brood, and proved a quiet, judicious 
little mother, but Luckmee led her adopted babies a hard 
life. They were nearly drowned with running through the 
wet grass, they were fished out of the swill-barrel at the 
very last gasp they were shut into the carriage-house until 
they were nearly starved, and finally were discovered hud- 
dled miserably in a corner of the wood-shed while Luck 
had gone comfortably to roost with the other hens. 

“She’s as bad as a heathen mother,” said Bertha, cud- 
dling the poor little orphans in her apron; “I wonder if 
Peep wouldn’t take ’em back.” 

I am really ashamed of Peep, but she would not allow 
the poor things the smallest corner of her feather-bed, but 
attacked them so fiercely that the children had to take 
them away, and tuck them into a basket with an old 
blanket over them. They were a great deal of care for 
some weeks, but they learned to ecratch for themselves, 
and in the end quite outgrew their brothers and sisters. 

When Uncle Robert came to spend the Fourth of July 





he heard the whole story of the missionary chickens, and, 
how unfortunately Dora’s family had turned out. 

“T haven't a single chick of my very own,” she said dole- 
fally,“‘ though Bertha lets me have the two that Luck stole ; 
did you ever hearof such an unnatural mother, Uncle Robert, 
to leave her own beautiful eggs to spoil and steal other peo- 
ple’s chickens, and then go off and not take any ’sponsibil-. 
ity of ’em.” 

Uncle Robert thought it was a bad case of natural de- 
pravity, but before he went away he proposed to buy the 
chickens, all of them. 

“T’ll pay two dollars for the brood, and take my chances 
of their growing up; or I'll wait until fall, and pay you two 
shillings apiece.” 

“Then my share will be — how much, Uncle Robert?” 
asked Dora. 

“ Forty cents, or, if you wait until fall, it will be fifty ; 
and then you know there is all the risk to run,—hawks and 
cats, and pip.” 

“Oh! we'lltake the two dollars,” said Bertha; “and Dora 
must have half, because she’s had such a disappointment 
about Luck.” 

“That's right, said Uncle Robert, and he laid down four 
silver half-dollars ; “ but you mustn’t be discouraged about 
Luckmee, she will be a year older next spring, and perhaps 
a good deal wiser.” 

Four silver half-dollars went into the missionary box the 
next week, wrapped up ina little note which read: “ From 
Bertha and Dora Allen, earned by some missionary chick- 
ens, and we send our love with it.” 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


—_—»>————. 


GIVING HINTS TO TEACHERS. 


A great deal of the poor teaching in the Sunday-school, 
of which so much complaint is made, is due to the fact that. 
the teachers do not know how to study or how to teach, 
and that explicit directions on these points are not given to 
them. 

When a young girl, for example, comes to the superin- 
tendent, and says she would like to teach in the Sunday- 
achool, what examination is commonly made of her famil- 
iarity with methods of study or of teaching? Or, what 
instructions on these points are given to her? It may be, 
she is questioned as to her spirit and purpose in the work 
proposed, and that a class-book is given to her with an ex- 
planation of its mode of use. But there is commonly lit- 
tle beyond this. 

When this good time has come that a normal class for 
every Sunday-school furnishes its graduates as the teachers 
for that school, there will be no lack of qualified teachers ; 
but that day is not yet here. Meantime every wise step. 
in this direction is to be welcomed, and every practical help. 
or hint to a new teacher has a twofold value. A concise 
manual, or a circular etter, or a card, containing directions. 
how to study and how to teach, might to advantage be put 
into a young teacher’s hands. This practics, indeed, pre- 
vails in some Sunday-schools, and it is worthy of adoption 
in others. 

In the Congregational Sunday-school at Bridgewater, 
Mass., each teacher is presented with two four-page cards 
comprising important information concerning the teacher's 
work. On one card is a list of the International Lessons 
for the year, together with these 


DIRECTIONS FOR PREPARING A BIBLE LESSON. 
1. Learn the subject of lesson. 
2. Read the verses included in lesson. 
8. Read enough of preceding Scripture to learn connection of 
lesson with preceding lesson. 
4. Answer in order the following questions : 
(1.) Who are spoken of in the lesson ? 
(2.) Where did the event take place ? 
(3) When did the event take place? 
(4) What was done or said? 
5. Make connected statement of these answers, and learn it. If 
possible, write it. 
6. Answer the following questions: 
What can I learn from this lesson about Gop? about Curist? 
about men ? about myself? 
On the margin, around these “ Directions,” are printed 
these texts: 
“ Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 
“ Search the Scriptures.” 
“Tf any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God.” 


The other card contains, “ Hints to Sabbath Schoo! Teach- 
ers,” under three fitting heads, as follows : 
PREPARATION WORK. 


1. Begin early in the week, so that you will have time to become 


thoroughly familiar with and deeply impressed by the truths of the 
lesson, 
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2. Study the lesson in the same order that your pupils use. 

3. After learning all that you can from the Scriptures, and not 
till then, consult such notes and commentaries as you have access to. 

4. Prepare for class-work. 

(1.) Decide what points of truth you will try to impress. This 
should depend upon the character of your pupils. 

(2) In what order you will impress them. 

(3) How you will impress them. 

(4) Find simple and pointed illustrations of the truth. 

(5.) Plan to fill the whole time allotted to the exercise, 


CLASS WORK, 


1. Spend a few minutes in Revrew of preceding lesson, having 
the substance of the lesson stated, and the central truth. 

2. Examine your class on the lesson of the day, in the order 
in which they have prepared it. 

(1.) Call for subject. 

(2.) Call on one pupil to give statement of the lesson. 

(3.) Call on others to supply omissions. 

(4) Call on each to tell what he has learned about God, about 
Christ, about men, about himself. 

3. TEACH the points of truth you have prepared. Do this by 
questions and illustrations, leading the pupils to see and state the 
truths for themselves 

4. Aim to leave adefiniteand deep impression of one central 
truth. 


5. Aim to make each pupil feel that he ought to love and serve 
God now. 

6. Be cordial; be genial ; be animated; be earnest; be impressive. 

7. Avoid useless questions and idle discussions. 


CLOSET WORK. 

1. Never sit down to study a lesson without seeking aid of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Psa 119: 18; James 1: 5. 

2 Seek to know your deficiencies as a teacher, and make these a 
‘special subject of prayer. 

3. Make special prayer daily foreach member of yong class: fer- 
vent, wrestling, believing prayer. 

James 5: 16, l. ¢, 


4 Pray for your superintendent that he may have the needed 
wisdom and grace. 





VISIBLE OBJECT ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Here is a helpful hint from a Cincinnati superinten- 
dent : 


“In no branch of study is there such a field for illustration 
by objects as we find in the Bible. During the past quar- 
ter we illustrated in our school four of the lessons. Of 
course it would not be advisable to multiply such exhibi- 
tions. In the third lesson we read about the synagogue. 
The synagogue was the prototype of the early Christian 
church edifices. How were they constructed? What was 
their interior arrangement? After looking up the various 
authorities on the subject, we settled on the following plan 
as the most suitable for our purpose. A plain board twelve 
inches wide and eighteen long represented the floor of 
the synagogue; a block of wood the platform, on which 
@ square piece of wood represented the ark containing 
the holy rolls. The reader’s desk, the chief seats, the 
railing dividing the male part of the congregation from 
the female, the contribution boxes, were all represented. 
And this at no expense whatever. The results were 
most gratifying. In the seventh lesson the stocks were 
made the central object. We prepared two models of six 
inches in height, and of proportionate width; one for the 
feet, the other for hands and feet. At the cost of fifteen 
cents we purchased a doll, blackened the hair, painted a 
full set of whiskers on the-face, clad the same in Oriental 
costume, and put him in the stocks; not neglecting to strip 
him and to scourge him with the seven-tongued whip. 

“Tn the ninth lesson the altar, three inches high and one 
square, was placed on the reading-desk, splinters of matches 
served for wood; incense was strewn on these. While 
we read the lesson in alternate verses, the wood was lighted 
and the smoke curled up, and the incense pervaded the 
atmosphere. The last object we employed was the tent, as 
in use to the present day among the Bedouins. Due promi- 
hence was given to its various parts, and to the passages of 
Scripture which thereby could be illustrated. 

“ Ithas been our experience thatit isnot well to explainan 
object as merely an illustration of a custom ; because this is 
not our province as Sunday-school workers, but to give to it 
always a higher spiritual meaning or interpretation. Any 
object clinched with a spiritual thought will be apt to remain 
in the mind, and brought up subsequently by some associa- 
tion, it may, under divine influence, bear rich fruit. If any 
person in the school has an aptitude for illustration of this 
kind, and has this aptitude seasoned with the salt of the 
gospel, do not permit him to confine himself to any one 
class, but make his work the possession of the entire school. 
We have felt impelled to communicate these lines, hoping 
that some in their endeavors to instruct may derive benefit 
therefrom, as we have derived benefits from many articles 
published in The Sunday School Times.” 





SPECIMEN EXERCISE. 


—_——_—_———— 


A VESPER SERVICE. 


{Arranged by Professor C. T. Winchester for a convention at Middle 
Haddam, Conn.] 

Hymn: | 
Come, thou Fount of every blessing. 








Leader : 
As for me I will call upon God; and the Lord shall save me, 
Congregation : 


Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray and cry aloud ; 
and he shall hear my voice, 


Leader: 


Lord, [ ery unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my 
voice when I cry unto thee, 


Congregation : 

Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lift 
ing up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
Prayer. 

THE DAY PASSETH. 
(1) IN LABORS, 
Leader : 

Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few ; 
Congregation : 

Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth laborers into his harvest. 
Leader : 

J-sns answered, I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day; the night cometh when no man can work. 
Congregation: 

For we are laborers together with God. 

Hymn: 
Saviour! thy dying love. 
Leader : 

Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I have commanded you. 
Congregation : 

Ye have not chosen me. but I have chosen you, and ordained 


you that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain. 


Leader : 

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of 
love, which ye have showed toward his name. 
Congregation : 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 


always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour 1s not in vain in the Lord. 


Leader : 
Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
Hymn: 
One more day's work for Jesus. 
Congregation : 


And we desire that every one of you do show the same diligence 
to the full assurance of hope unto the end; 


Leader : 

That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who, through 
faith and patience, inherit tae promises. 
Congregation : 

And let us not be weary in well-doing for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not. 


Leader : 


Let your loins be girded about and your lights burning; and 
ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord. 


Hymn: 
Work, for the night is coming. 
(2.) IN TRIALS. 
Leader : 

Then Jesus said unto his disciples, If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
Congregation : 

For even hereunto were ye called; because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example that ye should follow his steps. 
Leader : 

Now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness throngh mani- 
fold temptations ; 

Congregation : 

That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise, and honor, and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 
Hymn: 

Nearer, my God, to thee. 
Leader : 
Make haste, O God, to deliver me; make haste to help me, O 
God, 
Congregation : ‘i 

Hide not thy face from thy servant; for I am im trouble; hear 

me speedily, 
Leader : 

What time I am afraid I will trust im thee. 
Congregation : 

Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to eseape; incline 
thine ear unto me and save me. 

Hymn: 
Jesus, lover of my soul. 
Leader : 


God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way 
to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 





Congregation : 
Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you, 
eader : 


The eternal God is thy refuge; and underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms. 


Congregation : 


Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. 


Hymn: 
I need thee every hour. 


(3) IN BLESSINGS. 
Leader : 


He watereth the hills from his chambers; the earth is satisfied 
with the fruit of thy works. 


Congregation : 


My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and my 
mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips. 


Leader : 


In God is my salvation and my glory; he is my defence, I shall 
not be moved. 


Congregation : 


Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive 
me to glory. 


Hymn ; 
He leadeth me! oh! blessed thought. 
THE NIGHT COMETH. 
(l.) OF SORROW. 
Leader : 


My flesh and my heart faileth; but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion forever. 


Congregation : 
B essed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. the 


Father of Mercies, and the God of all comfort, who comforteth us 
in all our tribulation. 


Leader : 
The day is thine; the night also is thine. 
Congregation : 


In the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the 
God of my life. 


Hymn: 
Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear. 


(2.) OF DEATH. 
Leader : 


For so he giveth his beloved sleep. 
Congregation : 


There the wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary be 
at rest. 


Leader : 


Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, fur thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. 
Congregation : 


For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our 
guide even unto death. 


Hymn: 
My faith looks up to thee. 
AND ALSO THE MORNING. 
(1) OF Joy, 
Leader : 


But unto you that fear my name, shall the Sun of Righteons- 
ness arise with healing in his wings. 
Congregation : 

Unto the upright, there ariseth light in the darkness; he is 
gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous. 

Leader : 
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
Congregation : 
_ Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing. 
Hymn: 
We're going home. 
(2.) AND HEAVEN, 
Leader : 

And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal 
life. 
Congregation : 

An inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that feteth not 
away, reserved in heaven fur you. 
Leader : 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion, 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Congregation : 

They shall hunger no more; neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them nor any heat. And God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes. 


Leader : 


And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon to 
shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is 
the light thereof, 

Congregation : 


And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day; for there 
shail be no night there. 


Hymn: 
There is a land of pure delight. 
Concert: 
Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to pre- 
sent you faultless before the presence of his glory with e ng 


joy; to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 


BOXOLOGY. 
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7. Nov, 18.—Almost Persuaded Acts 26 : 21-29 
8. Nov. 25.—Paul in the Storm Acts 27: 14-26 
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LESSON 9, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1877. 
Title: THE DELIVERANCE. 


GOLDEN TEXT: He srRinoeTn THEM UNTO THEIR DESIRED HAVEN.— 
Psa, W7 : W. 


Lesson Topic: Deliverance from Peril. 


( 1. From Famishing, v. 33-38 
<4 2. From Massacre, vy. 42. 43 
8. From Drowning, v. 39-41, 43, 44 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Nov. 26; Acts 27: 33-44. Deliverance from peril. 
Tuesday, Nov. 27: Gen. 8: 1-19. Deliverance from the flood, 
Wednesday, Nov. 28: Dan 3:19.30. Deliverance from the fire. 
Thursday, Nov. 29: Dan. 6: 18-28. Deliverance from the lions. 
Friday, Nov. 30: Acts 12:1.11. Deliverance from prison. 
Saturday, Dee. 1: 2Cor. 1: 1-12. 
Sunday, Dec. 2: Rom. 8: 1-14. 


Outline : 


Deliverance from death. 
Deliverance from sin 


LESSON TEXT, 
[Acts 27: 33-44.] 

33. And while the day was coming on, Paul besought ¢hem all to 
take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tar- 
ried and continued fasting, having taken nothing. 

34. Wherefore I pray you to take some meat; for this is for your 
health; for there shall not a hair fall from the head of any of 
you. 

35. And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave 
thanks to Godin presence of them all; and when he had broken it, 
he began to eat. 

36. Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took some 
meat, 

37. And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and 
sixteen souls, 

38. And when they had eaten enough’ they lightened the ship, 
and cast out the wheat into the sea. 

39. And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they dis 
covered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were 
minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship. 

40, And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed 
themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised 
up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore. 

41. And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the 
ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmova- 
ble, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the 
waves. 

42. And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any 
of them should swim out, and escape. 

43. But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from 
their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should 
cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land : 

44. And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of 
the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to 
land, 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Acts 27; 33. And while the day was coming on, 
Paul besought them all to take meat. Weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. [sa. 30: 5 
——-I prevented the dawning of the morning. Psa, 119: 147. 
My soul waiteth for the Lonp more than they that watch for the 
morning. Psa, 130: 6.——But when the morning was now come, 
Jesus stood on the shore; but the disciples knew not that it was 
Jesus. Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? 
John 21; 4, 5. Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. John 
21: 12. 

And continued fasting. My knaes are weak through 
fasting, and my flash faileth of fatness. Psa. 109: 24. They 
continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat, and I 
will not send them away fasting. Matt. 15: 32. If I send them 
away fasting ... they will faint. Mark 8: 3, Neither had 
they in the ship with them but one loaf. Mark 8: 14. 

v.34. Wherefore l pray youto take some meat. 
—And gavest them bread from heaven for their hunger. Neh. 
9: 15, For he filleth the hungry soul with goodness. Psa. 107 
9——Which giveth food to the hungry. Psa. 146: 7 Eat, O 
friends. Sol. Song 5: 1——If thine enemy be hungry, give him 
bread to eat. Prov. 25: 21. (comp. Rom. 12: 20) Blessed are 
they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall 
be filled. Matt. 5: 6.——TI am the bread of life; he that cometh 
to me shall never hunger, John 6: 35. 


There shall not a hair fall from the head. 
































If he 
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will shew himself a worthy man, there shall not a hair of him fall | (35.) And saying this he took bread, gave thanks to God in 


to the earth, 1 Kings 1: 52——But the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered. Matt, 10: 30 (comp. 1 Sam. 14: 45; 2 Sam. 
14: 11; Luke 21: 18). 


Of any of you.— Neither shall any man pluck them out of 





my hand. John 10: 28. Of them which thou gavest me have 
I lost none. John 18: 9. 
v.35. Hetook bread and gave thanks.——The peo 


ple will not eat until he come, because he doth bless the sacrifice 
1 Sam. 9: 13 He took the seven loaves and the fishes, and 
gave thanks, and brake. Matt. 15: 36 For every creature of 
God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving. 1 Tim. 4: 4. 


v.36. Then were they all of good cheer. Wait on 
the Lorn: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart. 
Psa. 27: 14 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer. Acts 
27: 22——In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world. John 16: 33-——For now is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed. Rom. 1: 11. 


v.37. We were in all in the ship two hundred 
three-score and sixteen souls.——The ark .. . wherein 
few, that is eight souls were saved by water. 1 Pet. 3: 20, 

Vv. 38. Cast out the wheat.——lIt is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members perish, and not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell. Matt. 5: 29, 30. 

v.39. They knew not the land. He found him in a 
desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him 
about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 
Deut, 32: 10, They are glad because they be quiet: so he 
bringeth them unto their desired haven. Psa. 107: 20. 


v.40. Which hope we have as an anchor 
of the soul. 























The anchors. 
Ileb. 6: 19. 
Made for the shore. 

come, Jesus stood on the shore. John 21: 4. 

v.41. They ran the ship aground.—tThrice 1 suf 
fered shipwreck. 1 Cor, 11: 25.——In perils in the sea. 1 Cor. 
ll: 26. 

Bat the hinder part was broken.——The ships were 
broken. 1 Kings 22: 48 (comp. 2 Chron. 20: 37). The ship 
was L.ke to be broken. Jonah 1: 4.——He wasin the hinder part 
of the ship, asleep. Mark 4: 38. 


Violence of the waves, All thy waves and thy billows 
are gone over me. Psa 42: 7 (comp. Jonah 2: 3)——Thou hast 
afllicted me with allthy waves. Psa 88: 7,——Thy righteousness 
as the waves of the sea. Isa. 48: 18——I am the Lorp thy God, 
that divided the sea, whose waves roared. Isa.51: 15(comp. Jer: 
31: 35). Fear ye not me? saith the Lorp: will ye not tremble 
at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the 





But when the morning was now 














‘sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the 


waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail: though 
they roar yet can they not pass over it. Jer. 5: 22——And 
bohold there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the 
ship was covered with the waves. Matt. 8: 24-——But the ship 
was now in the midst of the waves: for the wind was contrary. 
Matt, 14: 14 (comp. Mark 4: 37).——Ragiog waves of the sea: 
Jude 13. 


V. 42%. And the soldiers’ counsel was.——]{ he be missing 
thy life before his life. 1 Kings 20: 39-——Thy life shall go for 
his life, and thy people for his people. 1 Kings 20: 42. And 
when Herod had sought for him, and found him not, he examined 
the keepers and commanded that they should be put to death. Acts 
12: 19.——And the keeper of the prison, awaking out of his 
sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew his sword, and 
would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been 
fled. Acts 16: 27, 


v.44. They all escaped safe to land.— _ He turned the 
sea into dry land. Psa. 66: 6——The sea is his and he made it: 
and his hands formed the dry land. Psa. 95: 5 Lead me into 
the land of uprightness. Psa. 143: 10. And the Lorp spake 
unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. Jonah 
2: 10.——Then they willingly received him into the ship; and 
immediately the ship was attheland. John 6: 21. There shall 
be no loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship. Acts 
27: 22.——By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry 
land. 














INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 

The fourteenth night out from Fair Havens, as they were 
driven up and down in the Ionian Sea, the shipmen thought 
that they were approaching land, which was confirmed by the 
soundings. Fearing the rocks, they cast anchor and waited 
for day. The sailors were about to flee, when Paul warned 
the centurion of the necessity of their remaining; and the 
boat which had been lowered by the sailors, in order to 
escape, was cut loose by the soldiers. The events of the les- 
son belong to the morning of the fifteenth day. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR A. ©. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 


REVISED TRANSLATION. 


(33) But ere yet the day was about to dawn, Paul kept 
beseeching them all to partake of food, saying, To-day is the 
fourteenth day that ye have waited, and continue without 
food, having taken nothing. (34.) Wherefore I beseech you 
to partake of food: for this conduceth to your safety: for 
there shall not a hair perish from the head of any of you. 





presence of them all, and broke it, and began to eat. (36.) 
And they all became of good courage, and themselves also 
took food: (37.) (and we were in all in the ship two hundred 


| and seventy-six souls.) (38.) And having satisfied them- 
| selves with food, they began to lighten the ship, by throwing 


out the wheat into the sea. (39) And when it became day, 
they knew not the land; but they discovered a certain bay, 
having a beach, upon which they were deliberating whether 
they should be able to drive the ship ashore. (40.) And 
cutting loose the anchors, they let them go into the sea, at 
the same time loosening the bands of the rudders; and hoist- 
ing the foresail to the wind, they held their course for the 
beach. (41.) And being thrown upon a tongue of land, they 
ran the ship aground; and the prow, indeed, fixing itself 
firmly, remained unshaken, but the stern was becoming 
loosed [and broken] by the violence of the waves. (42.) And 
on the part of the soldiers there was a plan formed to kill the 
prisoners, lest any of them might swim out and escape. (43.) 
3ut the centurion, wishing to save Paul, hindered them from 
their purpose, and directed that those who were able to swim 
should throw themselves first into the sea, and get to the 
land: (44.) and [then] the rest, some on planks, and others 
on sofmme of the things from theship. And so it resulted that 
they all came safely to the land. 


NOTES. 


Our last lesson left the voyagers running helplessly before 
the gale, through the Adriatic Sea, which name was not now 
confined to the gulf between Greece and Italy, but extended 
southward, embracing that part of the Mediterranean known 
as the “ Ionian Sea,” and thus reaching to Sicily and Malta. 
The probability is that the ship was driving mainly westward 
toward Malta (a small island lying south of the eastern end 
of Sicily), on which it was ultimately wrecked. When our 
lesson opens, the moment of supreme peril has come, and the 
sailors, finding themselves drifting rapidly toward an un- 
known coast, hal determined to escape in the boat, but were 
hindered by the centurion, who acted on Paul's advice, and 
whose soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat, and sent her 
adrift (v. 32) to be swamped in the waves. 


Verse 33.—But ere yet the day, etc : more exactly, up to 
when it was about becoming day; that is, toward the close of 
the period between the midnight (v. 27) and the daybreak, 
just, in fact, upon the edge of the morning, before the morn- 
ing light should summon them to the duties of the desperate 
exigency.— Kept beseeching, or, went to beseeching : the tense 
implies that it was not a single passing request, but rather a 
continuous and urgent one. Paul benevolently identified his 
cause with that of the sailors. Had he been a fatalist, he 
might have said, “If we are to be saved, we shall be saved; 
and I know that we are to be saved, and I need not concern 
myself about the means."—T7o partake of food: which they 
had neglected in their anxiety, discouragement, and the 
difficulty of preparing it. Paul foresaw that deliverance was 
coming, and that this was one of the preparations for deliver- 
ance-—The fourteenth day: since their departure from the 
Fair Havens.— Waited : in hope of the cessation of the storm, 
and a better opportunity of eating — Without food: literally, 
foodless: of course not entirely, but without any sufficient 
and regular nourishment. 

Verse 34.—J beseech you: importunate and earnest.—Con- 
duceth to your safety: not, as English version, “for your 
health.” It belonged to the appointed means of safety that 
they should strengthen themselves for their coming arduous 
tasks with food. And Paul adds to cheer them, “ Not a hair 
of your head,” etc., undoubtedly of old, as now, a proverbial 
expression for complete and assured safety. “If not a hair 
from the head, then much less the head itself and the person,” 
is of course the thought: see Luke 21:18; and compare 
Matt. 10: 30. Paul’s encouraging declaration at once giv es 
them a motive to take food, and an appetite for it. 

Verse 35.—He took bread: he enforced his exhortation by 
example, not forgetting asa Christian apostle to give thanks 
to God. Prudence, courage, trust, gratitude, benevolence, all 
beautifully blend in the conduct of the apostle. 


Verse 36.—Of good courage: as despondency had destroyed 
their desire for food, courage and cheerfulness restored it. 
Themselves also, as well as he. 


Verse 37.—Incidental mention of the number on board, 
seamen and passengers. Two hundred and seventy-six, indi- 
cating a large merchant-ship. She wa: an Egyptian corn- 
vessel bound for Italy, and the Egyptian merchant-ships 
were among the largest in the Mediterranean ; and the num- 
ber of persons on board need not specially surprise us. 


Verse 38.— They went to lightening the ship: either because 
she had sprung aleak and was in danger of sinking, or that 
they might run her the farther in upon the shore: perhaps 
both. They did this by casting forth her cargo,—the corn or 
wheat, with which she was laden. They had, in their pre- 


vious efforts to disburden and disencumber the vessel, natu- 
rally spared her cargo: this would be thrown out only in case 
of final necessity. They now had hope ofsaving themselves, 
but no hope of saving the ship. Egypt, with her rich har- 
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vests, was one of the chief granaries of Italy. Wheat, there- 
fore, was a most natural export from Alexandria to Rome. 


Verse 39.— Knew, or recognized, not the land. They were 
doubtless on the north-western coast of Malta. ‘ It was dis- 
tinguished by no marked feature which would render it 
known even to a native who came unexpectedly upon it. 
The bay known as St. Paul's Bay, at the north-western 
extremity of the island, is formed by the main shore on the 
south and the island of Salmonetta on the north. It extends 
from east to west, two miles long, and one broad at the 
entrance, and at the inner end is nearly land-locked on three 
sides.” (Hackett.)\—A certain bay, or inlet: (scarcely a 
‘creek” in our sense of the term.) Greek, bosom: often 
equivalent to a gulf— Having a beach; that is, a flat, sandy 
shore. The expression implies, what is true of the coast 
generally along here, that it is rocky and broken. One of 
the two inlets of the bay which they seem to have entered, 
has now a beach, and there may have been others now ob- 
literated by the action of the sea. The description, though 
vivid in its outlines, is scarcely minute enough to fix beyond 
doubt the precise localities ; and the localities themselves 
may, and probably must, have been considerably changed by 
the waves and storms of nearly twenty centuries.— They were 
deliberating whether they were able, etc.: or the passage may 
be rendered, upon which they were counselling, if they could, 
to drive the ship ashore (literally, to thrust forth—namely, out 
of the water—the ship). The different constructions differ 
but slightly in sense. They were deliberating as to the pos- 
sibility of driving the ship on the beach, and made up their 
minds to the attempt. 


Verse 40.—They first, therefore, cut loose the anchors which 
had been dropped from the stern, four in number, and which 
held the ship fast, and let them go into the sea; they yielded 
their anchors to the sea in which they lay. The rendering, 
‘committed themselves unto the sea,” is entirely inaccurate. 
They loosed the bands of the rudders: the two rudders, more 
like paddles than our rudders, were attached to the stern, 
and when the anchors were dropped, were taken up and 
fastened with bands: now that they cut away the anchors, 
they loosed those fastenings, that they might have the free 
use of the rudders in their attempt to drive the vessel in upon 
the beach. In connection with this they hoisted a sail, for 
the double purpose of sfeadying the ship and driving her in 
as far as possible upon the shore. The precise nature of the 
sail here hoisted is quite uncertain, as the Greek term em- 
ployed by Luke is unknown to the classics. Some suppose 
it to be the mainsail : others with more probability, the fore- 
sail, as being nearer the prow, fixed either to a forward mast, 
or, if the ship had but one mast, to a spar or yard near the 
prow. Nothing can be determined regarding it with cer- 
tainty. 

Verse 41.—Being thrown (or, falling) upon a tongue of 
land: literally, a@ place with a double sea. This is variously 
interpreted. Some suppose it a concealed shoal or sand- 
bank, formed by the meeting of opposite currents. Some 
suppose it to denote the channel, about a hundred yards in 
breadth, lying between Malta and Salmonetta; and the double 
sea is that lying at either extremity of the channel, it being 
a sort of strait between the sea in the harbor and that out- 
side. Others (as Meyer and Grimm) adopt the view given 
in the above version, that it was a projection, or tongue of 
land, running down into the sea, with, of course, the sea wash- 
ing it on either side. In this case, as the sailors had to 
swim to land, the vessel must have struck it where it was 
yet sunken beneath the surface of the water, and was, of 
course, unseen when they came upon it. They grounded 
upon it before reaching the part that rose above the waves. 
This view seems best supported by classical usage, and in our 
uncertainty regarding the locality, no valid argument can on 
this ground be urged against it.— Fixing iiself firmly: plant- 
ing itself, as it were, on the rocky shore or ledge (beneath the 
sea) on which it had been driven, while the stern, in the 
deeper water which covered the shelving tongue of rock, was 
tossed on the surface, and was thus gradually being loosed, 
coming to pieces, under the violent buffeting of the sea. 
Everything points to the explanation of Meyer and Grimm: 
a rocky ledge or tongue, shelving down into the sea, where 
the prow of the ship ran and grounded upon it, clinging fast, 
while in the deeper water, farther out, the stern swung 
loose amidst the fury of wave and wind. : 


Verse 42.—Of the soldiers a plan. The soldiers were respon- 
sible, as keepers, for the safety of the prisoners: their pur- 
pose to slay them was simply to prevent the punishment 
which they themselves would incur by their escape. 


Verses 43, 44.—The centurion arrested the execution of 
the plan; bade those who could swim, first (before the others) 
plunge into the sea and swim ashore, that they might be there 
in advance, ready to render aid to the more helpless ones; 
and then that the rest, on planks (boards or, perhaps, tables), 
larger, firmer pieces, and when these were exhausted, others 
on any of the objects from the ship that they could lay their 
hands on,—whether lying about or torn from the ship itself. 
‘The result verified the prediction of the apostle. This was 
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at least his fourth shipwreck; 2 Cor. 11: 25 was written 


before this. 


PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV, NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


Verse 33.— While the day was coming on, It was the four- 
teenth night of the storm. At midnight there was the 
dreadful sound of breakers ahead. The ship was being driven 
on a lee shore, where the waves might soon dash it to pieces 
on the rocks. So they “cast out four anchors” to keep them 
from the unseen but approaching peril, and “ wished for the 
day.” In the midnight tempest of trial, the believer has “an 
anchor of the soul sure and steadfast.” It has its hold not 
below, but above, in the very throne of God, where our 
Forerunner secures it by his unfailing intercession. Believers 
are sometimes perplexed, and know not what todo. But they 
can ride out any gale by this anchor, and the morning light is 
sure to come, however long deferred. During the darkest hour 
we are sure that “ the day is coming on.” 


Paul besought them. The prisoner was again the true 
captain—the calmest, bravest, wisest man on board. Christian 
faith is the secret of true courage. Piety has often shone 
forth in peril so as to win the admiration of the ungodly and 
profane. 


Verse 34.—I pray you to take some meat. Anxiety, grief, 
and fear are apt to deprive of any desire for food; abstinence 
from which unfits both body and mind for exertion and 
endurance. It is our duty to take care of our bodily health, 
no less than to pray to God to preserve it. We should take 
food, not only for pleasure, but for duty. Sorrow becomes 
selfish when so indulged as to unfit us for service. Trust in 
God and self-help should go together. Not ahair of the head 
of any of them was to fall off; that is, all of them would be 
saved: yet is was necessary that they should take food to be 
strengthened for the exertions required to secure that safety. 


Verse 35.—Gave thanks to God. It was a regular meal. 
During many days they had only eaten by snatches, being too 
much excited by the danger they were in. But now they 
were mustered by Paul to eat together, and he made it the 
occasion of a solemn service. Amid the roar of the tempest 
he lifted up his voice in prayer and praise. He recognized 
the God who ruled the sea, as the God who gave them bread 
to eat, and who was able both to nourish the body and save 


the presence of a large company of unbelievers. This con- 
fession of God was likely to produce a deep Impression on 
them, and we may infer, from the emphatic mention of the act, 
that it did so. Christians may often thus bear testimony 
before strangers that they believe in God, and receive their 
food from him. If there is danger of ostentatious parade of 
piety, there is perhaps more danger of cowardly concealment. 
How an ordinary meal is digmfied by asking God's blessing 
on it! What a sacrament the eating of a piece of bread may 
become, when it is taken with grateful recognition of the 
Giver, whether such recognition be or be not always expressed. 
The poor man’s crust is a grander banquet, when thus conse- 
crated, than the most sumptuous repast without such acknowl- 
edgment. The honor of dining with great personages does 
not consist in the viands, but the company. (od is our host, 
and we feast with Jesus, when we give him thanks. 

The truth of God is the food of the soul. When we are in 
a storm of trouble, we are sometimes apt to neglect the Bible. 
We feel we have not leisure or relish for it. We take up a 
text now and then by snatches, and for many days have no 
regular meal. We are kept from public worship, family 
prayer is interrupted, and Bible-reading omitted. This is bad 
for the health of the soul. Let us rouse ourselves to take 
some food. How much better able we should be to battle 
with the storm if we would retire awhile, and deliberately 
feed on the word of God, giving thanks for the bread of life, 
breaking and eating it. If we do not begin with a relish, 
we shall close the meal refreshed and strengthened. 

Verses 36, 37.—All of good cheer. There were two 
hundred and seventy-six persons on board, and all of them 
were benefited by the example of this one prisoner. We 
cannot be equal to Paul, but we may all in some measure 
influence those around us. A Christian’s happiness should be 
contagious. In any company, believers should be distin- 
guished as those who are most uniformly and rationally 
of “ good cheer,” and most ready to render help to others. 

Verse 38.—LHaten enough. They made a good hearty meal 
—enough for their hunger, enough for their health afd 
strength; and then they cast away what remained, in order to 
lighten the ship. It would be well if all people would stop 
eating when they have “eaten enough” for health. Whatis 
eaten beyond this, for pleasing the appetite and gluttonous 
delight, does injury, and would be far better cast into the ea, 
where, at least, it would do no harm. 

Cast out the wheat. ‘ Is not the life more than meat?” So 
we must be willing, if need be, to give up things lawful, 
useful, and for the present life needful, when the retention of 
them would imperil the soul, and make shipwreck of faith. 





Verses 39, 40.—Made toward shore. They eagerly looked 


it from the waves. He was not ashamed to give thanks in | 
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out for a safe landing-place. They longed to be safe from the 
foaming billows. They cut loose the anchors, hoisted the 


| mainsail, and “ made toward shore.” So the Christian, weary 


with his long voyage and many storms, longs for home. 
Death may come with clouds, and gloom, and terrors; but he 
hoists the sail of faith and prayer, commits himself to the care 
of God amid the waves of sickness and sorrow, and knows 
that the tempest itself shall drive him more quickly to the 
heavenly shore. 

Verse 41.—The fore part stuck fast—the hinder part was 
broken. An emblem of the soul and the body, the epirit and 
the flesh. Our frail humanity is “ broken with the violence 
of the waves,” memory, speech, the social affections, the 
earthly hopes, as well as the poor body; but the fore-part of 
us—the soul, the nobler nature-—holds fast to the Rock of Ages 
and no waves of trouble can dislodge it. 


Verse 42.—The soldiers’ What a contrast of 
character! They owed their lives to Paul, but now, lest there 
should be a chance of getting into trouble by his escape, they 
counseled to kill him. In company with all the prisoners, 
they owed their safety to one of them; and yet they wished to 
kill them all, lest any one might happen to swim to shore and 
elude capture! Mercies received should make us merciful. 
Perils and deliverance shared together should bind together 
human hearts. A sense of the dangers of sin and the salva- 
tion of Christ shared by all, should make all feel and act as 
brethren. 


counsel. 


Verse 43.— Willing to save Paul. The centurion had been 
deeply impressed by the behavior of his prisoner. He felt 
that his own safety and that of all on board was due to him, 
and now in turn he saved Paul from death. Thus Christian 


character wins the respect of even unbelievers. ‘Thus God in 
various ways guards his people from harm. 
Verse 44.—‘So it came to pass’—even as God had 


promised—* there shall be no loss of any man’s life.” The 
ship was lost and broken up, and it might seem impos- 
sible that any of the people should escape alive. But God, 
who promises, is able to perform, whatever the seeming diffi- 
culty. He has different methods. So with salvation. How 
varying is the experience of believers! Some seem to 
have an easy, quiet entrance to the haven of rest. Some 
get there amid fierce storms; some displaying great strength, 
courage, and wisdom, given them by God; some in utter 
weakness and helplessness, as if clinging to a log, and 
carried forward by its buoyancy alone. But with all the 
children of God, the strong and the weak, the promise is sue. 


| Some, full of strength and courage, “cast themselves first ino 


the sea and get to land; and the rest, some on boards and some 
on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass that 
they escaped all safe to land.” 


Verse 31 considered in connection with v. 22.-—Salvation by 
grace, not without effort. In this narrative there are two 
incidents which should be considered together,—the assurance 
God gave of safety, and the precautions Paul took to ensure it. 
The angel had declared that God had given him the lives of 
all his fellow-passengers. He himself had said to them al), 
“T believe God that it shall be even as it was told me ;” and he 
had bidden them be of good cheer, for there should be no loss 
of any man’s life. And yet, when the sailors, who alone 
knew how to manage the vessel, were about to escape in the 
boat, he warned the centurion, saying, “Except these abide 
in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” If God had decreed their 
safety, could there be any doubt or risk? If Paul was con 
vinced of the promise, why should he be so concerned about 
retaining those seamen’? He was no fanatic. He knew that 
the fulfilment of promises on God's part was connected with 
the performance of duty on man’s part. There are two 
departments of divine truth—one relates to the decrees, and 
the other to the commands of God. There are results ordained, 
and means prescribed; promises to encourage, and precepts 
to guide; indispensable divine aid and corresponding human 
effort. 


The agency of God. “He worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will.” He who stretched forth the heavens 
as a curtain, watches the sparrow, and counts the hairs of our 
head. Providence cannot be universal unless it is particular. 
God controls the stormy sea. He lifteth up the waves, and 
he says, ‘“ Peace, be still.” He is indifferent to no part of the 
universe he has made. “These wait all upon thee!” 
Specially does he care for his children—those to whom he 
has given the spirit of adoption, by whose help they cry to 
him, Abba, Father! He has given them exceeding great 
and precious promises. There shall no evil befall them. 
All things work together for their good. Sorrows bring forth 
joys, and seeming loss is real and lasting gain. All is fore- 
known, all is ordained. Has he no plans? Can he be taken 
by surprise? ‘“ Known unto God are all his works from the 
beginning of the world.” He would be unworthy to be regarded 
as the Universal Ruler, if he were ignorant of the future, or 
if his plans could be thwarted. Whether success or failure, 
as we regard it, shall attend our efforts, is plain to his 
omniscience, and therefore certain. This is true of all tem- 
poral events. It is also true as regards the soul. Our salva- 








tion is of God. We are saved by grace, 
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anxious about his eternal interests, and you find one whom 
grace has awakened. Find a penitent earnestly seeking 
forgiveness and reformation of life, and you find one whose 
heart grace has changed. Find a Christian striving against 
sin, and by the prayer of faith seeking that help from God 
whereby alone he can gain the victory, and you find one to 
whom that help has already been given. All the finally saved 
will sing “ Salvation unto our God who sitteth on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.” All who are on the way acknowledge 
“ By the grace of God I am what I am.” This grace is effect- 
ual in the hearts of believers. It is not a mere chance, a 
hazard whether God's children get home at last. Heaven is 
prepared and guaranteed, Jor them all there is a spotless robe 
and a glittering crown, and our Father's house. Angels are 
their ministering spirits. Their names are in the book of life, 
“They shall never perish.” Difficulties may crowd their 
course, storms beat on their vessel, Euroclydon war around 
them, their frail ship require to be “ undergirded ;” they may 
be tossed up and down in Adria, and neither sun nor stars for 
many days appear; there may be no opening in the dense 
dark clouds, and, apart from the promise, all hope of being 
saved may be taken away,—but that promise, as the angel 
who appeared to Paul, says to every believer, to all who sail 
with Jesus,—" Be of good cheer, there shall be no loss of any 
one’s life among you.” 

The agency of man. God's plan includes man’s agency. 
He works, not to supersede, but to encourage and render 
effectual our work. Thus, while dependent on him for all 
things, our welfare, both for time and eternity, is in our own 
hands. God gives ue bodily and mental faculties that we may 
improve and employ them. He has promised that “ seed- 
time and harvest shall not fail;” and yet unless we till the 
soil, and sow the seed, we shall not reap. The diligent soul 
shall be made fat, but indolence clothes 8 man with rags. 
This applies to all persons, A Christian who reads the Bible 
and prays, if not attentive to his business will fail in business, 
notwithstanding his religion. In this particular he has been 
inconsistent with his profession, for enlightened and sincere 
religion will prompt to diligence in all duties. He may 
be diligent at religious services, but if he violates the laws of 
health he suffers sickness. If he takes passage in a leaky ship, 
without rudder or efficient crew, he will soon find a watery 
grave. God honors faith, but punishes presumption. He 
gives his angels charge concerning his children, to keep them 
in all their ways, butif they tempt him by casting themselves 
from the pinnacle of the temple, “ they cannot be saved.” 
We are saved by grace, but the grace that saves prompts us 
to. watch and pray and strive. The word of God says, 
“ Repent and believe ;” change your minds and trust and obey 
God. We are born again by the Holy Spirit, yet God says, 
“Make you a new heart and aright spirit.” Christ says, 
“Come unto me,” and those who refuse dare not plead 
inability, in the presence of him who says, “ Ye will not come 
unto me that ye might have life.” Salvation is the gift of 
God, yet he says, “ Ask, and ye shall receive.” The believer 
may rejoice that he is a child of God, “safe in the arms of 
Jesus.” Yet his safety is not unconditional. “ Give diligence 
to make your calling and election sure.” It is the calling of 
God, yet in order that it may be effectual we must be diligent. 
God works that we may work. If we would “enter in,” we 
must “strive;” if we would “ rest,” we must “labor ;” if we 
would be kept from temptation, we must “ watch and pray ;” 
if we would “sit on thrones,” we must “ overcome.” The race 
will be won, but we must “lay aside every weight.” The 
victory will be gained, but we must “ put on the whole armor 
of God.” As Paul, while comforted by the promise of safety, 
said that such safety was dependent instrumentally on the 
presence of the seamen; so, while rejoicing in the assurance of 
hope, we may say respecting diligence, watchfulness, prayer, 
—" unless these abide in the ship, we cannot be saved.” 

LESSONS 

(1.) Beware of one-sided half-truths. Itis only half the truth 
to say “ God does all,” and to say, “ All depends on ourselves.” 
Man, without God, cannot be saved. God, without man, will 
not save him. (2) Grace and works are equally revealed. 
Whether we can reconcile them or not, they cannot be contra- 
dictory. The statement, ‘ Except these abide in thesbip,” etc., 
is as explicit as the promise, “ There shall be no loss,” etc. 
(3) God is the Supreme Worker, but he has made man a free 
agent, We know we are not machines. Our actions are our 
own. We are conscious of it. We are thus appealed to, and 
shall thus be judged. God alone could save Paul and his 
companions, but they could prevent the seamen leaving the 
ship. (4.) There is no room for boasting. 
faculties by which we work. I honor him more by saying, 
“ He gave me these powers which I thus employ,” than by 
saying, ‘I am a mere machine which he moves, and all I 
seem to do is his act entirely, and not my own at all.” (5.) 
The goodness of God in this method. In our present life, the 
use of our faculties, our own energy and efforts, greatly pro- 
motes happiness, How sad and dull life would be if we had 
nothing to do in securing the necessities and comforts of life, 
Inactive life would not be life. And salvation with no effort 
would. not be salvation. (6.) This law has always been in 


operation, and has been specially illustrated in connection 


God gives us the | 





with miraculous interpositions of God. His grace saved Noah 
—there was the loss of no one’s life in the ark, but the 
patriarch had to build it. God sent the manna, but the people 
would have perished had they not gone out to gather it. 
Canaan was promised, but the chosen tribes must fight for it. 
Paul and his companions were assured of safety, but means 
must be used—the ship lightened of its cargo, anchors thrown 
out, the seamen retained, rafts and broken pieces of the vessel 
employed, and so it came to pasa that all escaped safe to 
shore. (7.) Promised aid is not to supersede but to 
stimulate effort. If God helps me, then am I encouraged to 
help myself. ‘ Work out your own salvation, for [because] it 
is God who worketh in you.” If of myself I can do nothing, 
I can do all things through Him who strengtheneth me. Let 
us then obey plain precepts, and not wait to explore hidden 
mysteries. The secret decrees can never be opposed to the 
published precepts. Let no one say, “I cannot save myself, 
but can only wait for the grace of God.” You cannot without 
God preserve your health, prosper in business, be saved in the 
storm. Yet you exert yourself as if all depended on your own 
efforts. Do the same in religion. See that crew, in various 
ways, yet all of them in some way, striving to get to shore, 
swimming, clinging to pieces of timber, floating on rafts, 
tossed about, yet getting safe to land. So let us cling to the 
cross of Christ. Let us not presumptuously boast the efficacy 
of our own exertions, nor indolently, and therefore presumptu- 
ously, boast of the help of God. Let us trust his promises and 
obey his precepts; lean on his arm, and march steadily 
forward; be humble as receiving all from God, earnest as if 
achieving all ourselves; rejoicing in the promise, “ There shall 
be no loss of any man’s life,” and never forgetting the 
admonition, “ Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be 
saved.” 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


While the day was coming on (vy. 33). Itis during the night 
that the day is coming on. It is while it is yet dark that the 
light is approaching. Indeed “the darkest hour of night is 
just before day.” Yet how hard it is for us to realize this 
while the night is still here. This night of all others is so 
dark, this hour is so gloomy, this burden is so heavy, this 
sorrow is so great, this tria] is so severe, that it cannot be 
that light and gladness and rest and comfort and peace are 
to be ours again ; far less that even now they are close at 
hand. But to the child of God, in the darkest hour the day 
is surely “coming on.” “The morning cometh,” and the 
light will bring relief. “Weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning.” 

This is for your health (v. 34). It is a Christian duty to 
look out for one’s safety. Life and health are gifts of God; 
their possessor is responsible to God for their preservation 
and wise use. Even though our health and strength may 
seem of little worth just now, we must take care of them in 
view of what God may have for us to do in the future. It 
is just as truly a man’s duty to look to his health as to be 
faithful in prayer and Bible reading, or in Christian work. 
And a Christian clergyman is not beneath his business when 
he is counselling his people to eat and to drink that which is 
best for them, and to have a conscientious care for their 
health. Paul supplemented his report of a vision from 
heaven with sensible and timely counsel concerning what to 
eat, and when. His example in this is worth imitating. 


There shall not a hatr fall fromthe head of any of you (v. 
34). Paul mingled words of encouragement with his words 
of counsel. It was always well to pursue this course. If we 
can say anything to cheer the desponding or to give hope 
to the faint-hearted, we ought to doso. Those who can see 
the light have a duty to point it to others. Especially is the 
obligation on a disciple of Jesus to repeat and re-emphasize 
the promises of his Lord. There are assurances, in the word of 
God, of help and hope to every one in need who will turn in 
dependence and faith to the Saviour. Let us make these assur- 
ances plain to sad-hearted or distrustful ones whom we may 
influence. 


When he had thus spoken, he took bread and .. . began to 
eat(v. 35). He was ready to practice what he preached. No 
preacher or teacher can accomplish much who is not ready to 
do this. Example is fully as potent as precept. If a man 
wants to commend a loving spirit to others, let him exhibit it 
in his life. If he would press the duty of temperance, 
honesty, purity, generosity, let him be a pattern in this vir- 
tue. It is a man’s life, rather than his lips, that tells the true 
story of his convictions. It is of little use for him to talk 
in favor of that which he is unwilling or which he neglects 
todo. If he says thathe believes in a certain course, many 
will look to see if his example gives proof of his sincerity. 


Then they were all of good cheer (vy. 36). One man of strong 
faith can inspire a multitude. Whosoever is willing to lead 
shall have followers. Soldiers will do as well as their com- 
manders ; because a good commander invariably puts his own 
courage into the hearts of his men. We are all of us cen- 
tres of influence. “None of us liveth to himself.” We can 





make others happy or sad, hopeful or despondent, serviceable 
or inefficient, by our words and conduct. If we trust the 
Lord Jesus, and rejoice in him, and manifest his spirit, many 
about us will follow our example. It is thus that the disci- 
ples of Christ are the light of the world, and that by letting 
their light shine they can induce men who see their good 
works to glorify their Father which is in heaven. 


When they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship (v. 38). 
What is the use of gaining strength by eating unless we are 
to put our strength to some practical service? We might as 
well starve for lack of food as to live worthless lives while 
we have bread enough and to spare. It is of less importance 
that we have our breakfast than that we do something worth 
doing after breakfast. If any man will not work, neither let 
him eat. What if you do goto school? What if you have 
been to college? What if you are a great reader? What if 
you listen to the best sermons ever preached? What if you 
study the Bible week-days and Sunday? What is to come of 
your having this full fare? When you have eaten enough, 
what work are you going to do on shipboard—or on shore? 

When they had taken up the anchors, they . . . hoised up the 
mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore (v. 40). Anchors 
are very well so long as you want to keep from going ahead ; 
but if you want to reach the shore, one mainsail is worth 
more than four anchors. It isa great thing to know when 
to use anchors, and when to use sails. If a young man is 
asked to follow evil companions in evil ways he needs 
anchors. If he is urged to go ahead in the path of duty 
and in the service of Christ, a mainsail is the thing for him. 
When the breakers of warning are sounding through the 
night on the rocks of error and unbelief just ahead of us, we 
ought to pray God that the anchors may hold. When we see 
by the clear light of God's truth that the harbor of spiritual 
peace is open before us, we may cut loose from the anchors, 
and hoist all sail tothe breeze of divine grace which shall 
speed us to the shore. 


The soldiers’ counsel was to kill the prisoners. . . The centu- 
rion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose (v. 42, 
43). God can take care of his children by bringing discord 
into the ranks of their enemies; or he can raise up friends 
for them among their foes. When Paul was before the Coun- 
cil the Pharisees became his friends for the hour, and their 
disagreement with the Sadducees saved him. Now, the centu- 
rion’s favor kept him from death at the hands of those whom 
the centurion commanded. No matter who is inclined to do 
us harm, if our ways please the Lord he will make our ene- 
mies to be at peace with us, and we shall be as safe, while in 
the hands of our foes, as if only loving friends were about us, 

So it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land 
(v. 41). Of course it did. God had promised that this should 
be so. His word never fails. When we can put our finger 
on a promise of God, we can be sure that neither earth nor 
hell can hinder the fulfillment of that assurance. What if 
the times are hard? What if our best friends have failed 
us? What if this burden seems sure to crush us? What if 
the wisest of human counsellors declare that there is no help 
or hope for us? If we are trusting disciples of Jesus, the 
word of God is pledged to carry us through ; to sustain us in, 
and to finally deliver us from, every trial and danger and 
trouble. So it shall come to pass that from perils of famish- 
ing, massacre, drowning, from every disappointment, sorrow, 
and bereavement, we shall escape safe to rest and joy and 
peace. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Was Paul afraid while on the ship in the storm? Why 
was he not afraid? In whom did he trust? What did 
David say about tne time when he was afraid ? 

Ask several questions that will recall the situation of Paul: 
where he was going; how many were on board; who they 
were; what had been done to save the ship. The children 
will then realize that we begin to-day’s lesson with Paul 
while a prisoner on a great ship, guarded by the centurion 
and his soldiers. A fearful storm was raging, and the crowd 
was cold and wet, afraid, hungry, and tired. Paul had told 
the people to be of good cheer, and had given them some 
promises of safety. 

Who stood by Paul in the night? What did he say? Paul 
was not afraid to tell the people on the ship of God, and to 
say ‘“ Whose I am, and whom I serve.” He was so sure that 
it would be exactly as the angel had told him, that he was 
not afraid to repeat to them, “ God hath given thee all them 
that sail with thee.” Did they believe in God as Paul did? 
Did they believe Paul when he said, “It shall be even as it 
was told me”? Though they did not all believe in God, 
they were glad to try to believe that they would be saved 
from their danger in such a fearful storm. Where did Paul 
say they must all be cast? 

What is our lesson to-day called? What is the meaning of 
deliverance? The Bible is full of promises that the Lord will 
deliver from evil those who love him, and full of stories of 
how he did deliver his servants in times of trouble and dan- 
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ger. No doubt many of the class can give examples which 
they remember ; or the teacher may ask about the deliverance 
in the story of the Israelites, or of Moses, Elijah, David, 
Daniel, or the apostles. Ask who were delivered in time of 
famine, from prison, from enemies and death. What seemed 
to be the danger threatening Paul and the great company of 
that ship? It seemed as if they could have little hope except 
that Paul had told them there should be no loss of any man’s 
life. It was in the fourteenth night, when they had been on 
the ship two weeks, that in the dark, and through all the 
noise of the storm, the sailors knew they were getting near 
to some land. How could they tell? There was something 
they heard in ail the roar of the waters that they knew very 
well. It was the sound of waves beating and dashing against 
ashore. Perhaps they were listening, and expecting to hear 
the sound, because of what Paul had told them of being cast 
on an island. 


Did you ever see any one cast a line into the water, with a 
piece of lead on the end, to measure how deep the water is? 
So the sailors did that night, and they called it, just as we do 
now, taking soundings. They dropped down the weight on 
the end of along line; and then drawing it up again, meas- 
ured the line to see how much had been in the water. Soon 
they measured again ; the water was not so deep, and they 
knew that they were getting nearer to someshore. The ship 
might suddenly dash on the rocks and be broken to pieces; 
so they cast out anchors into the water to hold the ship fast 
where it was, for they were afraid to go on in the dark. - 

Describe the anchor, its shape, and use. Draw an outline 
of iton the blackboard. One can easily be cut out of stiff 
paper, and cords put on like ropes. 


After they had cast the anchors, there was nothing more to 
de, only to wait and wish for morning light tocome. The 
sailors thought of one way to try to save themselves: they 
got the small boat out, and pretended that they were getting 
it down to go and fix the anchors; then they meant to slide 
down on the ropes, get themselves safely into the boat, and 
sail away, leaving all the other people on the great ship to 
perish. But one prisoner was watchful and wise. He saw 
what they meaut to do; and he said to the centurion, 
“ Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” So the 
sailors’ plan was broken up ; for the soldiers cut the ropes, and 
let the little boat fall into the water and drift away in the 
darkness. 


Paul seems to have been wiser than the captain and all his 
crew, or the centurion and all his soldiers. He put all his 
trust in God, and used his own good common sense and judg- 
ment, so that he was not idle or careless. Those who trust 
God most ought to be the very peopls who are most 
thoughtful and prudent, and know how to do the most good 
for others. They were all tired and hungry ; the hours passed 
very slowly waiting for the day to come on; Paul knew that 
they needed all the strength they could have. There was 
food enough on the ship; why should they not eat? So 
while the ship was anchored, and they waited for the day- 
light, Paul reminded them that it was the fourteenth day 
since they had eaten a regular meal, and he begged them to 
take something for their health. Again he promised them 
safety, for he said, “ There shall not a hair fall from the head 
of any of you.” That was the way Jesus used to speak to 
his disciples when he wanted them to feel safe in his care. 
Paul then took bread to eat himself; but one thing he never 
forgot,—before he ate he gave thanks to God. It may seem to 
you that to be cold and wet and hungry, a prisoner in such 
danger, he had not much to give thanks for. But Paul did 
not think so: he remembered who made the grain grow and 
ripen for bread, and that it was his own Heavenly Father's 
hand that held the sea and the storm, and would yet save 
them from this peril. He could even thank him for the 
storm and the prison-ship, since it brought him an angel with 
promise of safety to him and the lives of so many. He had 
learned that “all things work together for good to them that 
love God.” 


His example as he ate and gave thanks did good to the 
others ; for ‘‘ they were all of good cheer,” and took food until 
they had eaten enough. Two hundred and seventy-six hun- 
gry men must have needed a great deal to satisfy them. 
After that they wanted to lighten the ship sti!l more; and 
they threw overboard the heavy load of wheat. If the ship 
was to be lost, they could not save the wheat; and they 
thought that by losing the load they might save the ship. 
What had Paul told them about the ship ? 

At last the daylight came; they saw land,—a strange 
shore and acreek, or stream, running into the land it seemed 
tothem. Then they loosed the anchors that heldthem. Per- 
haps they cut the ropes and left the anchors deep in the 
water. The men at the rudder tried to guide the ship up 
into that creek, while the sailors set the mainsail, turned it 
the right way for the wind to help them, and made toward 
the shore. What anxious eyes looked and watched as they 
got nearer to the land! A rough, heavy sound, a sudden 
fearful shock, the ship was aground, fast in the rocks and 
sand, and yet far out in the water! The waves were rushing 
two ways, beating hard against the ship; its front part was 





fast, and the other part so beaten by the dashing water that appear to be the least exposed are not always the most secure 
it was broken. They knew it would go to pieces in a few | from his attacks.” 


moments. 

If the teacher has a picture of a shipwreck, show it and 
explain ; or, if the school is in a locality where the children 
have known of a wrecked vessel, use such illustration. 

What would become of all those prisoners if the ship went 
to pieces? If they could swim, might not some get away 
from the soldiers and escape, and be free from trial or punish- 
ment? The soldiers thought of that, and to make sure they 


“ The earthquake may be bid to spare 
The man that’s strangled by a hair.” 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
THE FOUR ANCHORS. 


{Mrs. Helen E. Brown, in The Christian. } 
“The day is thine, the night also is thine "—Psa.74: 16; “The 


| darkness and the light are both alike to thee."—Psa, 189; 12; “ They 


wanted to kill them all. But the centurion, because he was | cast four anchors out cf the stern, and wished for the day."”—Acts 27; 


willing to eave Paul, kept the soldiers from killing anybody. | * 


He told those who could swim, to throw themselves into the | 
sea and go to the land. There were many who did not know | 
how to swim, but they took hold of boards, or pieces of plank, | 
or parts broken from the ship, and, holding fast to them, | 
floated along on the water. ‘' And so it came to pass that | 
they all escaped safe to land.” | 

What came to pass? Did one promise of God's ever fail? | 
Did not every word the angel said to Paul come true? “No | 
loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship.” Had not 
God been very good to Paul? 

Now do you know what deliverance means? It will be 
well to review the lesson, questioning upon every part to see | 
if familiar, and impressing the practical lessons of Paul's trust | 
and God's deliverance. Paul believed God; Paul owned him 
before the heathen soldiers and sailors; Paul gave thanks to 
God. God honored Paul; for his sake he made the promises | 
to the angel, and saved all those lives. Improve every pos- 
sible opportunity to cultivate in the child-mind the habit of 
comparing and proving Scripture with Scripture. Keeping 
this in view, a beautiful exercise to close this lesson will be 
to read with the children, they repeating, David's description 
of the storm at sea, and his thanksgiving, as given in Psa. 
107: 21-31. 





BLACKBOARD. 


Part1. DELIVERANCE FROM FEAR AND FAMISHING. 





PAUL BESOUGHT THEM: 
| I pray you to take some meat, for this is for your health 
| [salvation]. 
| JESUS SAITH UNTO THEM: 
| Come and dine. John 21: 22, My Father giveth you 
| the true bread from heaven. John 6: 32. 

I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never 

hunger. John 6: 35. 








Part 2. 


f 





( THEMSELVES: death through despair and 
idleness. V. 34 41. 
Their Salvation | THEIR FELLOW-MEN: death by violence. 
| from V. 42. 
| | OUTSIDE NATURE: death in the sea. 
{ V. 43, 44, 














pena renee supply the texts. 


‘ s 
Our Salvation f Tem Let the scholars 
| from (| ConDEMNATION. 








ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Savep rrom Perit or Deato.—On the field of Antietam a 
soldier lay, shot through the cheeks and tongue, in a fence- 
corner, unable to move or cry for help. A Philadelphia man 
paesing withea lantern, found him, cared for him, and life and 
speech were restored. Afterward the soldier introduced the 
rescuer to his wife with the tearful words: ‘The man who 
picked me up at midnight, and dressed my wound, when I 
had given myself up to die.” So may we introduce Him who 
found us wounded and prayerless in sin, to others who like- 
wise need him sorely. 


Escape rroM Starvation.-—A cruel monarch had confined 
a faithful subject in a high tower called the “ Hunger Tower,” 
to die with starvation. Looking out from the only window, 
at the top of the high tower, he sees his wife lamenting his 
cruel fate. He calls to her to go and bring a spoonful of 
butter, some vigorous beetles, some fine thread, some coarser 
thread, twine, and strong rope. Whenshe had brought them, 
by his directions she anoints the stoutest beetle’s head with 
butter, and puts it on the wall, with its head uppermost, 
and the fine thread fastened to its body. The beetle ascends 
to reach the butter which 1t scents, and thus reaches the 
prisoner. To draw up the coarser thread, the twine and the 
strong rope are then the work of but a short time; and soon 
the prisoner is at liberty to thank God, who can employ the 
humblest instincts of his humblest creatures to rescue his 
servants from death. 


Perits Everywuere.—The poet Tasso was once reproved 
for exposing himself to shipwreck, by venturing on the 
dangerous sea, “ And yet,” he replied, “ we every night go 


without fear to bed, where so many die every hour. Believe 
me, Death will find us in all parts; and those places that 





The night is dark, but God, my God, 
Is here and in command ; 

And sure am I, when morning breaks, 
I shali be “ at the Jand” 

And since I know the darkness is 
To him as sunniest day, 

I'll cast the anchor Patience out, 
And wish—but wait—for day. 


Fierce drives the storm, but winds and waves 
Within his hand are held, 
And, trusting in Omnipotence, 
My fears are sweetly quelled. 
If wrecked, I'm in his faithful grasp 
I'll trust him, though he slay ; 
So, letting go the anchor Fuith, 
I'll wish—but wait—for day. 


Still seem the moments dreary, long ” 
I rest upon the Lord; 

I muse on his “ eternal years,” 
And feast upon his word; 

His promises, so rich and great, 
Are my support and stay ; 

I'll drop the anchor Hope ahen\, 
And wish—but wait—for day 


O wisdom infinite! O light 
And love supreme. divine! 

How can I feel one fluttering doubt, 
In hands so dear as thine? 

I'll lean on thee, my best beloved, 
My heart on thy heart lay ; 

And casting out the anchor Love, 
I'll wish—and wait—for day. 


Acts 27: 33. And while the day was coming on. Untilthe 
beginning of day-break, that is, in the interval from the 
cutting ot the boat’s ropes to early day dawn, but just within 
the day-break, Paul was engaged in this mea te, which was 
also in order to their preservation.—Jucobus. 


Paul besought them—Paul was exhorting them. For the 
fourth time Paul the prisoner assumes, as 1t were, the com- 
mand of the vessel, or at least the direction of the company, 
wisely and carefully providing for the crisis which was now 
approaching, and in which they would have need of all their 
strength and spirits, unabated by neglect or insufficiency of 
food.— Alexander. 


V.34. Wherefore I exhort . . . because. The meaning of 
the words is this: God hath determined to save you; this 
confidence ought to animate you, and to make you merry and 
active, that you be not negligent in your own business.— 
Calvin. 

There shall not one hair fall from the head, etc Such arethe 
wonders which God performs. A prisoner in chains may bea 
prophet, and a saviour of those who had bound him. Gen. 
41; 12-14.—Starke. 


V. 36. We are all of good cheer . . . took some meat. Thus 
encouraged by his calm and religious example, they felt their 
spirits revive, and they also partook of food, and made them- 
selves ready for the labor which awaited them.—Cvnybeare 
and Howson. 

V. 37. Two hundred threescore and siateen souls. This 
number, far from being incredible, as some have theught, 1s 
not unusually large, considering the tize of these Egyptian 
storeships, and compared with the statement of Josephus that 
about this same time he was wrecked in the Adriatic with a 
shipload of six hundred.—Alexander. 


V. 38. Cast out wheat. As much of the remaining part of 
the cargo (wheat) as they could, to enable them by a lighter 
draft a water either to run into any small harbor, or at least 
closer in with dry land, should they be obliged to run the ship 
on the rocks or beach. The ship, from having been so long 
pressed down on one side, had caused the wheat to be pressed 
over towards the larboard side, so that the ship, instead of 
being upright, heeled to the larboard, and made it useful to 
throw out as much of the wheat as time allowed, not only to 
make her specifically lighter, but to bring her upright, and 
enable her to be more accurately steered and navigated towards 
the land at daybreak.—ASir C. Penrose. 


V. 39. They knew not the land. This has been thought 
surprising in sailors accustomed to that sea. But the scene of 
the wreck is remote from the great harbor, and possesses no 
marked features by which it could be recognized, even by a 
native, if he came unexpectedly upon it —Smith. 


V. 40. Taken up the anchors, they committed themselves 
unto the sea—marginal reading, having cut the anchors, they 
left them in the sea. In order to set the ship in motion, they 
let the anchors fall into the sea, as they had not time to draw 
them up, and, besides, the anchors would have encumbered 
the water-logged ship with their additional weight.—Al/ord. 


Loosed the rudder bands. More correctly, the bands of the 
rudders; the word in the original being plural. Each ship 
had two rudders, or paddles, for steering, one on each quarter. 
The hinged rudder at the stern is comparatively a modern 
contrivance.— Freeman. 

V.41. Where two seas met. Older writers refer this to a 
projecting point or tongue of land, on which the vessel struck 
or ran aground. Later interpreters suppose it to denote the 
meeting of two opposite currents forming a shoal or sand- 
bank. But the modern nautical interpretation understands it 
of @ narrow channel between two seas or portions of the sea, 
as Strabo uses the same term in application to the Bosphorus. 
—Alemander. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


——-< 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS, 


{Information whereby this directory may be made more complete 
is specially desired.]} 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Oavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 8 p.m., in the Class-room Y. M,C. A. Hall. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in the Meionaon, every 
Saturday at noon. Also, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Bromfield Street, at 
3p. m., Saturday. Both led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons, 

Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting every Tuesday evening, at 714 o’clock 
State Street Methodist Church, Conducted by the Rev George J. 
Brown. Wednesday evenings, Teachers’-Meeting at Fifth Street 


Presbyterian Church, the Rey. Dr, William Irvin, conductor. Thurs- | 


day evenings, at North Second Street Methodist Church, at8 o'clock, 
Conducted by the Rev, H, C, Farrar, 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4p. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 rp. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
yp. u., in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 Pp. m., in 
the Y. M. ©, A, Rooms. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 pr. m., in the Y. M. ©. A. Hail. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenus. 

Cleveland, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 vp. w., inthe Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Cincinnati, 0., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
8p. m., inthe Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 vp. m., in the Y. M. ©. A. Rooms, 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Teaining class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. ©. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr. C, P. Jacobs. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday inthe First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 

Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Springfield, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. ©, A. Hall. 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal class on all other Monday 
evenings ; all in Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. m., in the Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening in the Y. M. C, A. Parlor, 

Chicago; Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, 
in Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 a. m., in 
Farwell Halil, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ 
Meeting every Saturday, at 2 r, u,, in Bible Work Room, Y, M. C. A. 
Building. Superintendents’ Meeting and sociable, second Tuesday 
of every month, at Mr. Moody's Church. South Side Teachers’-Meet- 
ing fourth Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E, Church. 
West Side Teachers’-Meeting, thira Tuesday evening of the month, 
at Union Park Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Read- 
ing Room, at 150 Madison Street. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month, 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. ©. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. 

Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL, 

—A union meeting in the interest of Sunday-schools is 
to be held regularly, on the second Monday evening in 
each month, in the First Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South Bend, Ind. 

—A correspondent from Cape May Court House, N. J, 
says of the last session of the Cape May County Institute: 
“The late session of our Institute was held in the village 
of Goshen. A large audience was ready and waiting to 
hear the opening words of the conductor, The even- 
ings gave us crowded houses; and this was not for the 
purpose of hearing any of the distinguished lights of the 
Sunday-school world,— Vincents, Trumbulls, or Beards,— 
for we did not have them ; do not suppose we could induce 
them to venture on this ‘narrow neck of land;’ but our 
talent was all of home production. LEarnestness and 
Christian devotion to the cause were the characteristic 
features of the speakers. Carriages filled with people 
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from distant parts of the county show how widespread is 
the interest in the Cape May County Sunday-school Insti- 
tute and the Sunday-school cause in general.” 


—The first meeting of the new Board of Managers of the 
Brooklyn Sunday School Union was held October 29. 
After the usual opening exercises, the board elected the 
| following officers for the ensuing year: President, Mr. 
Benjamin H. Bayliss, of the Memorial Presbyterian 
| Church : vice-president, Mr. A. B. Richardson, of All 
Saints’ Protestant Episcopal Church ; corresponding secre- 
| tary, Mr. A. B. Thorn, of Sands Street Methodist Episco- 
| pal Church; recording secretary, Mr. John R. Morris, of 
| the Tabernacle Presbyterian Church ; treasurer, Mr. James 
R. Lott, of the First Reformed Church; counsel, Mr. R. 
H. Underhill, of the society of Friends. All these, with 
the single exception of the corresponding secretary, are 
| now for the first time elected to office, the former incum- 
| bents having declined a re-election. The new officers are 
| all men of standing and well known in their community. 
Very much is expected of the new board of managers. 
| They have immediately commenced work, as will be seen 
by the following Resolution : 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Whereas, Superintendents, secretaries, and librarians of schools 
connected with the Union may be greatly benefited in the per- 
formance of their respective duties by conference with each other 
in relation to those duties, and in the consideration and discussion 
thereof; therefore 

Resolved, That a special committee of nine be appointed with 
power to make the necessary arrangements for the holding of 
three conventions or gatherings of the above-named officers, one 
of each class, for the consideration and discussion of such questions 
and subjects as relate specifically to the respective duties of those 
officers. 


The new board of managers numbers thirty-six, and com- 
prises one clergyman (the Rev. H. V. S. Myers, of the 
Reformed Church), two physicians, three lawyers, one local 
preacher of the Methodist Church; and among them are 
said to be fourteen or fifteen active superintendents of 
Sunday-schools. All are said to be men prominent in 
their several callings. 


—At Worcester, Mass., on Wednesday, October 24, the 
annual meeting of the Unitarian Sunday-school Society 
was held. A good report of it is in The Christian Regis- 
ter. Miss M. B. Carret, of Medford, one of the essayists, 
said of the object and results of Sunday-school teaching 
within her sphere of observation : 

“No ene will question, the statement that children go to the 
Sunday-school to study the Bible. Yet, I venture to say that any 
pastor or superintendent would be shocked to find, by questioning, 
how very little the children know of theScriptures,”’ She thought 
the Sunday-school had not kept pace with the day-school in 
improving its methods of teaching. In an experience of seven 
years in five different Unitarian Sunday-schools, she had been dis- 
heartened at the ignorance of children, especially of the life of 
Christ as well as of leading characters of the Old Testament. 
Noah, Joseph, Goliath, and Jonah seemed to be the only charac 
ters with whom they were acquainted. The spirit of doubt and 
attitude of disbelief and skepticism were too often manifest. This 
spirit was to be deprecated in young children, who had not yet 
learned to question intelligently. There is no danger in having ail 
the truth concerning the Bible known; but that could not be 
learned while the book lay untouched upon the wall-bracket. Its 
history, its literature, its moral and spiritual lessons, should be the 
subject of profound study. 

The Rev. M. J. Savage wanted more than one Bible in 
the Sunday-school. He said: 

While teaching achild the Bible, I would teach him everything I 
knew about all other bibles, the sacred writings of the world. 
Never was truer word uttered than that of Max Miller, thata man 
who knows only his Bible does not know his Bible, and cannot 
know it, I have so much faith in the simple grandeur and truth 
and sovereign influence of this book, that I am not afraid te put it 
in the open daylight of the world. If there js a better book, I want 
it; but I do not believe there is, and I have not the least fear that 
this grand book will not stand the test. 

The preacher of the occasion, the Rev. H. N. Brown, of 
Brookline, evidently tried to say the handsome thing about 
Jesus of Nazareth. He declared : 

Jesus must have been a wonderful man to have been able to 
inaugurate a movement which proved stronger than the Roman 
Empire. This power of a higher manhood to unite men in love of 
| and admiration for itself, is the rock upon which all great organi- 

zations have been built. Jesus wasno erratic comet. Itis treason 
to the laws of the universe to suppose that any nebulous thing 
could have produced so profound an influence upon the dissolving 
forms of ancient civilization. He was aSun of Righteousness, It 
wag the solid power of his superior manhood, the spiritual gravi- 
| tation of a massive and well-balanced mind, that enabled him to 
buiid a church against which the gates of hell could not prevail. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


| —It would seem from the reports that come in from 
different, parts of the country that the Days of Prayer for 
Sunday-schools were this year observed more widely than 
ever. In some of the large cities there were general meet- 
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ings. In others there were special services in more or less 
of the schools. In New York the principal meeting was 
held under the auspices of the Sunday-school Teachers’ 
Association. In Philadelphia the observance was confined 
to the local schools. At Poughkeepsie, N. Y., there was a 
union meeting on Sunday afternoon, in charge of the 
superintendents, and a prayer-meeting on Monday just 
before the usual meeting for lesson study. At Scranton, 
Penn., it was noticeable that the schools most active in 
the work of county organization were most interested in 
these special services of prayer. At South Bend, Ind., the 
Rev. N. D, Williamson preached on the Sunday-school work. 
At Frederick City, Md., as was mentioned a week ago, 
there were varied and appropriate services in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. In Brooklyn, N. Y., the observance of 
the day was most intelligent and hearty. And so at other 
points east, west, and south. 


—The Canadian Presbyterian General Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on ‘Sabbath schools has issued a circular for the con- 
sideration of presbyteries. The preamble recites as follows 


In view of the place given in the word to the children of the 
professed people of God, to the parents individually, and the church 
collectively, and considering the fact that public education and the 
teaching of Bible truth have parted company in this land, it is of 
the utmost importance that our Presbyterian Church should give 
special attention to the religious instruction of the rising genera 
tion. 

And the Committee submit, as objects to be sought : 

1. To make common cause with parents and Sabbath school 
teachers in their care and instruction of the youth of the church. 

2. To organize and consolidate our work in this respect into some 
well-defined line of action, and that course be recognized by the 
General Assembly. 

3. That sessions, presbyteries, and synods adopt some means 
whereby parents and teachers may be quickened and better 
equipped for their delicate and difficult work in bringing up the 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


The following is suggested as fitted to promote thee 
objects : 


1. That presbyteries take the oversight of the work within their 
bounds, by holding in one or more places, annually, meetings for 
parents and teachers for such length of time as is desirable. 2. 
The holding of normal classes for a lengthened period in towns 
and cities, and for a shorter period, say two days, in rural districts. 
3. That deputations of ministers, elders, or laymen, taking a deep 
interest in this work, be appointed to visit the prominent schools 
within the bounds, and report to their presbytery as to the state 
of the schools. 


* 


NORMAL CLASSES. 


—Of the normal class work in Ontario, The Christian 
Guardian, of Toronto, has this to say: 


At the Grimsby Sabbath school Council, heid in August last, 
considerable attention was given to this subject. Four sessions 
were devoted to normal class drill, and arrangements were made 
to establish classes during the year at several points throughout 
the country. Two of these classes have already been commenced ; 
one by the Rev. A. Andrews, Strathroy, and the other by the Rev. 
W.C Henderson, M. A.,Sarnia. Again, at a recent Sabbath school 
convention in Guelph, the subject of Normal Classes came up for 
consideration, and elicited a good deal of interest. It was introduced 
by the Rev. John McEwen, of Ingersoll, who has successfully con- 
ducted such a class in his own town during the past six or eight 
months. Mr. James McNab, superintendent of the East Presby- 
terian Church in this city, also gave his experience in regard to the 
subject, Last winter Mr. McNab and the Rev. J. M. Cameron, the 
pastor of the church, organized a small class, which soon increased 
in size, until it now numbers about forty-eight members, including 
both ladies and gentlemen, The fruit of the labors in connection 
with this class is already beginning to appear, and the most bene- 
ficial results are confidently expected. The Convention unani- 
mously carried a resolution favoring the establishment of normal 
classes wherever practicable, and asking the Executive Committee 
to bring the matter before the authorities of Theological Institu- 
tions and Ladies’ Colleges for their consideration. 


TEMPERANCE. 


—The temperance movement is said to be in full blast in 
Decatur, Ill, and “a great many have been reclaimed.” It 
is hoped and prayed in the neighboring places that the 
wave of reform may reach them. 

—The following extract from the Narrative of Religion 
in the proceedings of the Synod of New Jersey at its ses- 
sion in Newark, October 17, shows the views of that 
body on the subject of temperance in no ambiguous man- 
ner: 

It reminds us of the increasing obligation of the churches to 
address themselves more earnestly to thiswork. The antagonisms 
of intemperance are so great, not only to the church, but to all the 
true interests of the community—its ravages are so constant and 


fearful, that every lover of God and man should not hesitate a 
moment in casting the whole weight of his influence against per- 
sonal indulgence and public traffic in strong drink. It is no time 
to quibble about technical personal rights. No follower of Jesus 
has any right to allow a selfish gratification of a dangerous appe- 
tite to become a stumbling-block to the weak, and a hindrance te 
those who would save the perishing 























November 17, 1877.] 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


a 
AMONG THE TURKS.* 


We have received acopy of this work in advance of its 
publication, and are glad to welcome it as a timely and valu- | 
able contribution to the literature of a subject always interest- 
ing, but just now especially engrossing the attention of the civ- | 
ilized world. Dr. Hamlin is widely and well known as a mis- | 
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Koran, Mohammedan law, the law of the Turkish Empire, 


and an endeavor to correct the views of many blunderers. 
In these respects Dr. Hamlin is doubtless right; but it is 
nevertheless true that the doctrines of the Iatti Scheriff 
have not yet become the living law of the whole empire ; 
and that the sentiment (and in some provinces the Moslems 
say the law) still prevails that all within the Empire except 
Moslems exist only by sufferance; and that the Moslems still 
believe that the blood and treasure of the Christians are the 
rightful property of the Moslems. The Lebanon massacres of 


sionary of the American Board for thirty-five years in the | 1860, and the manuscript tracts in Arabic on the subject, in 


Turkish Empire, and as the active agent in the foundation of 
Robert College at Bebek, near Constantinople, as well as the 
planner and superintendent of its work of building. No one 
is better entitled than he to speak in such matters. 

As its title indicates, the book is largely taken up with 
narratives of personal experience “selected out of many years 
of a quiet life ;” but it also treats at considerable length and 
with much luminousness of the origin and growth of the 
Ottoman Empire, of the social life, laws, religion, and other 
phases of nationality in the Turkish dominions. The general 
character of the book might be styled somewhat pro or philo- 
Turk, as indeed might be expected from an author of Dr. Ham- 
lin’s known views; but, so far as we cansee, it appears to be 
entirely just; looking at the bright side, and endeavoring to 
gather rays of hope, rather than to paint a sombre picture in 
colors unnecessarily or unnaturally dark. The first three 
chapters exhibit a general outline of the growth of the Turkish 
Empire, and its state at the commencement of American mis- 
sionary work therein ; told rather in the concrete, and mixed 
with incident, than in the dry abstract ; interspersed with much 
valuable and not easily attainable information. The issuing 
of the Hatti Scheriff of Gul Hané, or voluntary bill of con- 
cessions of Abdul Medjid, on kis accession, is next treated of 
in @ way to make its provisions much more clearly compre- 
hensible to the Occidental mind than heretofore; and the 
wise and unwise schemes of progress resulting are briefly 
touched upon. Bebek Seminary then comes before us, with 
its struggles for life and position; all told with the calmness 
and coolness of one who appears to have been master of the 
situation from the start, and to have taken the difficulties as 
a matter of course. 

The status of Moslems converted to Christianity is illus- 
trated, without unnecessary comment, by the narration of 
examples, which tell the story better than volumes of specu- 
lation. The exciting and fearful times preceding the 
destruction of the Janizaries, including the vicissitudes of 
Sultan Selim III., are exhibited charmingly in a side light ; 
being given mainly as taken from the lips of Yorgaki, banker 
to the grand vizier, in a limited way, for several successive 
reigns; whose own romantic elevation to office is also nar- 
rated in thesame way. ‘The tragic story of Halet Effendi 
forms a thrilling chapter. The contests for religious freedom, 
in which Greeks, Armenians, and Romanists take active and, 
as far as possible, oppressive parts, are told with a historian’s 
calmness. 

The story of the first acquaintance of the Sultan with 
the Morse’s telegraph is related—and well preserved, as it 
should be, in the testimony of an eye-witness. Not the least 
profitable and instructive portion of the book is devoted to 
the “secular employments” of the author ; especially estab- 
lishing a steam flouring-mill and bakery; first to give 
employment to pupils in the seminary and supply good 
bread to the community ; afterwards to supply the English 
hospitals during the Crimean War ; and, still later, leading to 
the founding of the Robert College, as well as actually build- 
ing two churches in the interior of Asiatic Turkey. To reach 
these portions of the narrative, the author is obliged to relate 
some of his earlier experiences in America, which narrative 
could not well be spared to the Christian world, linked as 
they are with the subsequent great chain of results in Turkey. 
It seems a little strange, however, that the author should 
feel called upon to defend these secular employments by 
argument, as legitimate missionary work; but, doubtless, 
such defense has been necessary, and it is properly and 
respectfully done; so that even when comment has been 
made upon the opinions of his superiors in command in the 
American Board, it has been done in such a manner as to 
give no possible ground of offense. A remark somewhat 
similar might be made with reference to secular education; 
bat a less vigorous defense was necessary in this case. All 
the world must honor the example and practice which com- 
mon sense, as well as the feeling of necessity on the part of 
the missionaries, all over the world, has made them exhibt | 
in “working with their hands the thing which is good,” and | 
thus preaching the gospel in a manner not to be gainsaid; | 
and, surely, this is the kind of gospel preaching that has had | 
most effect in Turkey, not only with Moslems, but with | 
pseudo-Christians, who can (so far, at least, as form goes) | 
outpray, outpreach, and outdo the Protestants in almost 
any external service except practical benevolence and Chris- , 
tian love. | 

A very large portion of the book is taken up with the 
| 


* Among the Turks, By Cyrus Hamlin. New York: Robert Carter 
& Brothers. 1lémo, pp. 378. Cloth, $1.5. 


circulation, but for which no permission to print can be had 
in the Turkish Empire, speak very loudly on such points; 
where Dr. Hamlin does not indeed contradict, but is almost 
silent. It is true, however, that the best government in the 
world could not reform Turkey without time, and vastly 
more activity and exertion than any Occidental government 
would display except in case of insurrection or rebellion ; 
and doubtless there is a continual progress throughout 
Turkey, thoughof course slow. The existence of non-Moslem 
officials (of whom Dr. Hamlin gives a long but only partial 
list), and those not military ones; the permission given to 
missionaries to found schools and colleges which they know 
must either reform or revolutionize their government and 
people ; the admission free of duty of all goods for mission- 
aries and colleges—including books not speaking ill of the 
prophet—and the allowance of a free entry for musical 
instruments, and many other refinements of civilization,—all 
these speak in favor of the Turk as he is, even though the 
old sentiments are not dead. It may be that the Turk is 
getting to respect something besides force and power. At 
all events, light and progress are increasing; and it may be 
that the Prince of Peace has conquests in Turkey yet to be 
won in as bloodless a manner as those which the present 
century has witnessed already in Europe—reforms, for 
instance, in France, England, Germany, and Russia, which a 
century ago could not have been brought about unless— 
though perhaps indirectly—by the sword. In looking at the 
Turkish question from this side, Dr. Hamlin’s book is a 
bright light, and doubtless will find responsive feelings in 
the warm Christian hearts of England and America. Abound- 
ing naturally in incident, told in straightforward style that 
cannot avoid being humorous sometimes, the interest does 
not flag from beginning to end. It is entirely free from cant 
‘and parade. 


We should not omit to mention the chapters that treat of 
the plague and cholera; wherein the author's tract, published 
some years ago, is reproduced in full, as it deserves. 

The length of this notice precludes our lighting it up, as 
we had wished, with certain striking illustrative extracts; 
bat even so, our selection would scarcely be at all more 
striking than a random opening anywhere in the pages of 
this most entertaining book. 


The Gospel and Epistles of John: With Notes Critical, 
Explanatory, and Practical. By the Rev. Henry Cowles, D.D. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co.—The author’s alleged “ first 
aim” is “ interpretation ;” and he has pretty closely followed 
it; yet he has a great deal of the reflective and practical. 
Abounding in good sense and judgment, it is still rather a 
book of notes on our authorized version than on the real 
critical text and best interpretation. For instance, the author 
rather adheres to the English sense of the word “Comforter” 
as a rendering of Paraclete,in John 2: 1 and in John 14, 
though his scholarship evidently pulls hard in the other direc- 
tion. In this age, with the now abundant lights, it seems 
best to draw a full distinction between FPuracletos, advocate, 
and Paracletor, comforter. The slight hints of Chrysostom 
are not sufficient to overset the whole Greek usage, classic 
and sacred, outside of the point in question. The book is a 
valuable one. (Large 24mo, pp. 394. Cloth). 


The Grammar School Choir. By W.S. Tilden. Boston; 
Oliver Ditson & Co.—This book sets out with a distinct and 
useful object, and effects it thoroughly. It is the work of a prac- 
tical teacher of music in schools, who has known the difficulty 
of finding pieces suited to the range of voices with which he 
has had to deal. He has here supplied an excellent selection 
of music so arranged as to suit all sorts of voices, and all sorts 
of lack of voices. The book could hardly be better for its 
purpose, except by the addition of references, showing the 
teacher where he might find the accompaniments of the pieces. 





We beg to suggest to the author what a good thing he 


| might do by making up a volume of music for defective church 


choirs,—especially of three-part music for choirs lacking a 
tenor. 


Three Worlds and the Harvest of this World. By N. H. 
Barbour. Rochester, N. Y.: The author and C. T. Russell.— 
Intended as a “brief review of the Bible Plan of Redemption, 
which spans three worlds.” The three worlds of the author 
are that which was, that which is, and that to come. The 
book contains a colored diagram for the frontispiece, ani 
deals principally with the mysteries of the last two of his 


three worlds. We doubt whether the minutia of the grand 
plan are fully revealed, even here. (16mo, pp. 196. Cloth ) 


Vest-Pocket Series: “ Favorite Poems,” by E. C. Stedman ; 
“Favorite Poems,” by Goethe; “ Burns,” by Thomas Carlyle ; 
“Goethe,” by Thomas Carlyle. Boston: James R. Osgood & 
Co.—Mr. Stedman is one of our best lyrists, and deserves his 
place in this series. Let those to whom he is still unknown 
begin by reading those winsome bits of nature, ‘‘ The Door 
step” and “Toujours Amour.” The Goethe poems are in 
Aytoun and Martin’s spirited but rather free version. Carlyle's 
famons essays need no comment, (32mo. Cloth, 50 cents ) 


God's Word Man's Light and Guide.-—A course of Lectures 
on the Bible before the New York Sunday School Associa 
tion, by Rev. Drs. Taylor, Briggs, Storrs, Crosby, Booth, 
Porter, Boardman, Washburn and Simpson. New York: 
American Tract Society.—The interest already excited by 
these lectures, and which indeed called forth their publica 
tion, is well remembered, and needs nocomment. The names 
of the lecturers, above, are the lectures’ recommendation. 


> 


(12mo, pp. 275. Cloth.) 


Ts the Bible True? By James H. Brookes. St. Lonis: 
Charles B. Cox.—Seven addresses, taking up the subject in 
the following divisions and order: Inspiration, The Canon 
of the New Testament, The Character of Jesus, Human Esti- 
mate of Jesus, The Resurrection of Jesus, The Bible its own 
Witness, Alleged Contradictions. Mainly crystallized about 
the central idea of refuting the infidel Strauss, (16mo, pp. 
237. Cloth.) 


The Square of Life. By Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., D.D. New 
York: William B. Mucklow.—Consists of four chapters, 
entitled, respectively, Manhood, Womanhood, Fatherhood, 
Motherhood: a stenographic preservation of oral lectures. 
The book is mainly directed to “ the church that is in thine 
house,” and is fresh and good, like the author's habitual 
utterances. (16mo, pp. 100. Paper.) 

The Church of the Apostles. By the Rt. Rev. William 
Ingraham Kip, D.D., LL.D., Bishopof California. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co.—A series of essays intended to picture the 
early church “ until its brightness was dimmed by the errors 
and superstitions of mediwval times.” From an Episcopal 
standpoint. (16mo, pp. 174. Cloth.) 


A Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. By Charles 
Hodge, D.D. For the use of Sunday Schools and Bible 
Classes (nineteenth edition). New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers.—Too well known as the leading commentary on 
the subject from the Calvinistic standpoint to need remark 
from us. (12mo, pp. 352. Cloth.) 

The Homilist. Conducted by David Thomas, D.D. Vol. 
XIL., Editor’s Series. New York: Religious Newspaper 
Agency.—A reprint from the London edition. Full of varied 
and interesting matter; but rather unfinished blocks in the 
quarry than a complete structure, as, indeed, it purports to 
be. ‘(16mo, pp. 368. Cloth.) 





Carita. By Mrs. Oliphant. Marjorie Bruce's Lovers. By 
Mary Patrick. New York: Harper & Brothers.—These two 
last issues in Harper's Library of Select Novels are smooth 
and pleasing, though neither is very great. Of the two, 
though its author is a less celebrated person, we like the lat- 
ter quite as well. 


Siz Sinners; or, School Days in Bantam Valley. By 
Campbell Wheaton. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.—A 
natural, pleasant story about the first experiences of a girl at 
school away from home; lively, simple and graphic, and very 
well written. (16mo, pp.197. Cloth.) 


Reason and Religion, with Other Sermons for the Times. By 
Pierce Connolly, M.A. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 
—A small volume of sermons preached in the American 
Protestant Episcopal Church, Piazza del Carmine, Florence. 
(16mo, pp. 187. Cloth.) 


The Metropolitan Pulpit, Vol. 1. New York: The Reli- 
gious Newspaper Agency.—The twelve numbers, from Octo- 
ber, 1876, to September, 1877, inclusive, making a handy 
yolume. (Large 8vo, pp. 206. Cloth.) 
> - 


In Silk Attire. By William Black. New York: Harper 
& Brothers.—A handsome new edition of one of Black’s lesser 
novels; Charmingly written story, with a rather lame con- 
clusion. (12mo. Cloth, $1.50.) 


The Word of God on True Murriage. Philadelphia: Clax- 
ton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.—Devoted to the refutation of the 
doctrine of Polygamy, especially as put forth by the Mormons. 
(16mo, pp. 284. Cloth.) 


Liquor Laws of the United States. New York: National 





Temperance Society and Publication House.—A convenient 
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compilation, not burdened with unnecessary 
detail. (16mo, Paper.) 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


ul books received will be age | noticed under 
head. The interests = our readers will guide 
making further notice,] 


Tur Stanat Bors; on, Carrarn Sam's Victory. By 
George Cary Eggleston. Illustrated. 12mo0, pp 
Clotn, $1.5". New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
(Presbyterian board of Publication.) 


Cuatatmastipe. Containing Four Famous Poems by 
Favorite American Poets, Illustrated. 12:mo. 
Cloth, $5.00. Bo-tom; James K. Usgood & Co, 
(Claxton, Kemsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Excerston. By Henry Wadaworth Longfellow. Illus- 
trated. l2mo, Croth, $1.50. Boston: James R, 
Ongood & Co, (Claxton, Kemsen, & Haffeltinger.) 


Tae River Patn. By John Greenleaf Whittier, 
Illustrated. 1lémo. Cloth, $1.40. Koston: James 
R. Osgood & Co, (Claxton, Remsen, & Hatfeltinger,) 


Bany Bett. By Thomas Bailey Aldrich. Illustrated, 
l2mo. Cloth, $1.50. Boston: James R. usgood & 
Co, (Claxton, Kemsen, & Haflelfinger.) 


_ BUSINESS $8 DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement @ the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week, The edition this week is 25,500 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. 

Messrs. N. W. Aver & Son of this city, 
80 favoraoly known as advertising agents, 
have by purchase added to their business 
that of the old established firm of Coe, 
Wetherill & Co. 


Mrs. 8. W. CLArk, of New Jersey, says: 
“ My Picture Le:s n and Our Little Messen- 
ger, published by the Evangelical Publish- 
ing Co., 70 Bible House, New York, are the 
best papers for Primary Classes.” 





Faita Latimer gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls Dear 
Old Stories Told Once More. The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures. This book will 
greatly please and instruct the little ones. 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price 
$1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, 


Present Trutn is a neat volume of 
nearly 250 pages, being the Testimony of 
the Holy Ghost on The Coming of the Lord, 
the Divinity of Christ and the Personality 
of the Holy Spirit, in the words of Scrip- 
ture, by the Rev. James H. Brookes. Fine 
cloth by mail, 75 cents; red edges, 80 
cents. Address the Publisher, Edwin A, 
Wilson, Springfield, Ill. 


A new lecture, The Life and Times of St. 
Paal, illustrated by 75 photographic views, 
finely illuminated, was delivered by Profes- 
sor P. W. Bedford, in Rev. Dr. Duryea’s 
Church, Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, on 
Wednesday evening last, to a large audi- 
ence. This lecture has been specially 
prepared in connection with the Sabbath 
school lessons for the quarter. Churches 
or Sabbath schools desiring this lecture 
will please address P, W. Beprorp, P. 0. 
Box 1738, New York. 








SPECIAL NOTCES, 





Don't pay $1.00 for Convbeare & Howson's * Life of 
St. Paul.” To introdnee it in your school. we 
will send yon a copy, 800 pages. Y nal for $1.40. 
M. D. SWISHER, 203 Srvadway, } 
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Books &c. We will send either 12,10, 8,6 or 5 sheets 
ol different designs for 50c.: s:mples on receipt of 
fe. script and stamps. MORRISON & OU,, 411 
MYRTL KE AVENUE, Brooklyn, L, I. 





Fase! Letsvas Hovrs.— A splendid 16-page family 
literary paper, full of Choice Stores, sketches, 
Poetry, etc,, sent three months. with a pair of beau- 
tiful 6x8 « hromos, suitabe for framing and adorn- 
ing the walls of any home. Free to any one send+ 
ing fifteen cents (~tamps taken) to pay mailing ex- 
ane. The publishers, J. L. Pauen & Co.. 164 

iillam Street, New York, guarantee every one 
Double Vaiue of money sent, Newsdcalers sell 
Lessuss Hovas. Price, seven cents. 
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AGENTS WANTED. 





AGENTS WANTED FOR 
MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
$2 50. » fe GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- 
cinnati 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities genres for the Fireside 
oot Pee Weekly and Monthly. Larg- 
est Paper in the World, with Mammoth 
Chromos Free. Big toh oe nts. ny 
and Outfit Free. Address P. ICKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 








AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


ORK DAYS OF GOD. 


A book of marvelous beauty and richness in 
thou ght, style, and historical facts. Gives the very 
cream of Science, making its thrilling wonders and 
bright gems household treasures. dorsed by 
rene and Clergy everywhere. 

RARE CH ANEE for Avents. Sales immense. £am- 
i iibnenenene Circulars, and Terms Free. 
C.  McCURDY & co., Publishers, Philadelphia, Pa. 


GENTS WANTED 
FOR THE NEW 


BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA. 
A Complete Treasury of Religious 
Just Published. ae and on fled by the Ablest 
Biblical Scholars ‘and Kminent Divines. Contains 
2,000 Illustrative Enqvesings, and all the latest feat- 
ures. ‘The best book for Agents, to whom will be 


given most liberal terms. rite at once for terms 
and circulars to 


8ST. LUUIS BIBLE ee co., 
305 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 











LATEST IMPROVEMENT 
Double Treadle, including 
one dos. Saws, thirty inimfta- 
ble Fret Sawing Patterns and 
Pre da W to the value 
of $i, A new dev ce for tight 
ening Saw, Power Drilling 
attachment, Wreneh, Oil cup 

8v0 





and Screw driver. 
strokes per minute. Saws 
11-2inch thick. Price, com- 
plete, caved and delivered on 
nome ears or at Express office 
DOLLARS, 

SMALL STEAM ENGINES with copper Boiler, 
to drive lieht Lathes, Scroll Saw-, ete. 100 Scroll 
Work Designs Free on receipt of stamp. 

GEORGE PARR, Burrato, N. Y, 

Saw only, without Attachments, $9.00, 


If COSTS YOU NOTHING 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten oo 
trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. 
right, solid walnut Cases, 23-5 sets of Reeds, 12 mus 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ inetom § 7 
ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, ¥. J. 


; Keeps out Cold, Wind, and 
BROWNES Dust. Stops rattling. No 




















N Mouldi No Waste, A 
FLEXIBL ' one can app it. Costs lows 
T HE R than one f of any other, 
EA P. Semple eer kage, 25 feet, 
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ST R I 15 oe. . ot paid* Best sell- 
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ga cma Strip Co. P. 


5 Box 2945. 17 Dey St, 





NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHUOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—compri-ing—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards, Scripture sext Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and 
hymnal Cards. CHRISTMAS AND NEW YKAR 
CARDS, TEACHER*' price tist tat 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address 
FORD'S sON3, Publishers of Novelties in a. 
Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Ma-s. 


OR RHEUMATISM 
Underwear. Speed 





t Carlisle's Medicated 
relief follows ite use in 
Drawers for either men or 
women sent free for $4.50, or Shirts for $2.25. In- 
fants’ Fine Hand Knit Medicated Shirt for $1.00. 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh. 





PIANOS Oren rsiope, S120; 1s, Bo; 12 Bs 


ORGANS 9, $55 ; 2, $45—brand new, warranted 16. 
days’ test trial. Other bargains 24-pp. 

Illustrated Newspaper all about Piano-Organ war, 
ree. DANIEL F, EATTY, Washingion, N. J, 
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Rev, Dr, Dale's Yale Lectures 


ON PREACHING. 


CONTENTS : 


PERILS OF YOUNG PREACHERS. 
= ”  ‘tageeamaaat IN RELATION TO PREACH. 


READING. 

PREPARATION OF SERMONS, 
EXTEMPORANEOUS PREACHING and STYLE, 
EVANGELISTIC PRE << — 

PASTORAI PREACHIN 

THE CONDUCT UF PUBLIC WORSHIP, 


Price, post-paid, $1.50. 


A. 8S. BARNES & CO., Pub’s, 
All and 113 William St., New York, 





C- MERINO SKIRTS, A FEW LEFT. 
Heavy fine Cotton Flannel, 64, 10 to 12'4c. 

Fine Soft Wool Flannel, 1% 18, 25 to 75e, 
Children’s Colored Hore, 6, 8 12% to 50c. pair. 
Fine Merino Hose, 25 to ‘B0e. : worth doubie. 
Ladies’ Merino Vests, v5c. to $1, regular made, 
Men's fine Merino Shirts, regular cuff, 3ic. 
Children’s Merino Shirts and Pants, 16, 25 to 50c. 
Damask Table Linens, double width, 28 to 50c. 
Pear! Shirt and Dress Buttons, 2, as to 25c. doz. 
Hamburg ey tg ae t, 5, 124 tt 2! 
luv yd. Spool Silk, blk., 6c. spool, 6uc. ‘des. 
Colored spool Silk, z6c. doz., 3c. spool, 


OWEN EVANS’ Cheap Store, 


128 NORTH EIGHTH STREET, door bel. Cherry. 





Beach’s Celebrated 
Parlor and International 
SCROLL SAWING 
Machines, from $4 to $16, 


\ The cheapestandthe best. Before ordering, send 

stamp for 28 page illustrated catalogue and list of 

designs. For rapidity, durability. ease of working 

and finish, our machines are not excelled. Address, 
. L. BEA: H, Montrose, Pa. 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
earse, Carriages, &c.. furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 

ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 








Business, Pleasure, Mep, Boys. 
CAXTONRN’S 

Self Inking, only $14. 
COLUMKIAN PRE>SE%, Seif 
Inking from$_7 tu $0; will duthe 
work of a $50 Press, Presses 
from $350 Stamp for catalogue, 
Curtis & Mitenel!, 15 Federal st 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847, 








BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka’ine ante wh for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made wenty by 
Rosrnson Bros. & Co. Bos 





RS. MOOD Y’S Abdominal ag \none by mail 

for $2.75, (price in New York is $4.50.) Mad. 

‘oy’s Supporter Corset sent free for $1. 09. Carlisle’s 
Health Pat. Bust Supporter Corset sent for $1.39. 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh. 


THE WORDLESS BOOK. Sinstitta, 


Ry mail, 10c. 10 copies, 75c. Special rates in 
quantities, 


HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Avenue, N, Y. 


Our New Forty-Page Illustrated Watch and 

DF pears FORA Jewelry Catalogue we send every end Free. 
Pencil 

UR TOOTH PICK .CRONEGH & CO., 201 Market St., Phila., Pa 











ONGS OF BEULAH—the new Sunday-school 
Singing-book—price, 35 cts.; $30 per huadred, 
LL.EE & WALKER, 1113 C hestnut St., Philad’a, 


To Agents selling my 10 new articles 

A chromos, watches, jewelry, etc. Send 
for catalogue. R. Morris, Chic ago, lil 
HAWKE3GOLD QUILL: 

Send stamp for circulars, 

Pens repaired, 50c, 66 Nas- 


bau Ob, re) 
é FAMIL BLUE . 
ILTBERGER, Propr., 


TMs, 233 North Second St., Ph Pa 


Cardinal, Navy-Biue, and Seal-Brown Cards, 
5 ee ae 200, Mull & Co., Hudson, N.Y. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From I to 14 Copies, <« = > $2.15 each. 
| « WU te29 * ees 1.90 * 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “* 
| { (Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 

The special rate to Pasters and Superin'endents 
has been discontinued. The price w ail single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be aff. rded. 

Subscriptions wili be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same rae at which the c.ub, us first furnmed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. bSuchaud 
tional subscriptions to eapire at the same lime Ww ith 
the club as originally ordered. ‘The nes subscribers 
to pay pro rataf r the time of their subscriptions. 

Suvscribers asking to have the dir. ction 01 a paper 
changed should be careful to name nutenly the pust- 
offive 1o which they wish it sent, but al-o the one v> 
wich thas b-en sent, All addresses shouid incluue 
both county and state. 

Any per-on writing torenew eithera single or cluly 
subscript.on, in connection with which his name bas 
not befor« been known tothe publishers, wiil please 
give the name of the per-oa to whom the paper or 
papers have h-retofore b: en sent. 

Subscrib rs wishing to introduce Tue Times to 
their friend+ can have specimen cupies sent free 
frum this office to any aduress, 





SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paver is designed to supp ly superintendents 
with he'ps, in the line of tueir special work, to 
whieh teachers and scholars bave nutaceess. [tis 
published monthiy. and will be sent, op receipt of 
its price, ontu tu subscribe 8 of ‘luk ‘Times who are 
Past vs or Superintendents \ineluding im the hitter 
Class xssistant-upersmtend: nis, anu herds «fdepar te 
ments Meet Ng on seper.te reom-,,and who, when 
Ordering it, stvte that they are such 

In sending your renewel to The Superintenden’s’ 

uper, please mention the date to whi-h you have 
a for Tue Sunway Scuvor Times, as given on the 

Yellow address label Ou ime ‘limes. 





THE WEEKLY 1 ESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, - - $ .60 
100 bee one year, - - 7 

Less than 100 copies at same rate. 





THE SCHOLARS’ QU ARTERLY. 


ed Copies, three months, - - 
10 = one year, 2 ¢. © 25.00 
fees than 100 copies at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN.’ 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publicati ns,c+n make payment tor 
the same by a money order payable at Phi, adelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday Sch ot Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The >uperiatendent’ 8 Paper, one year, 3 shi'lings. 
The scholars’ Quarterly, one yexsr, . is. € 

These races include postage, which is pre paid at 

this ottice. 








Advertising Rates. 
O:dinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 
an inch , f-r each ins-rti on, 


~ — £5 ets. 
Special Notices : per line (as above), . 30 cta, 
Reading Matter: perlineileaded, . . S50 cts 


Dise »unts on the above rates as follows 6 per 
cent. on 4 inserti-na. LO ‘per Cent, on 3 insertic n« 
15 perevent. on 1s insertions. 20 per cenc on 26 
insertions, 25 per cent. « n 52 insertions. 

@e-Copy for Advertisements must he on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise 
ments should be addressed to 





JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher. 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


The BEST PRESENT 


For Pastor, Teacher, or Friend, 
Is the Unabridged, 





Enlarged, and Corrected 


EDITION OF DR, WILLIAM SMITH’S 


Dictionary of the Bible, 


Published by Hurd & Houghton, New York (The 
Riverside Press, Cambridge), in four volumes, 4667 
pages, with 596 iliuxtrations. Price in cloth, $26; 
sheep, $30; half caif $35. Sold by al bookselleis, 
or can a be obtained direct from the Publishers. 





aa BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! ~*e 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Has “ Wrote Another Book ~’ and it is ready. 


SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 

Send for Territory. Circulars, ete., atonce. Address, 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Haitford Co moj 
Cineinnai, Ohio.; al, Ohio; hicago, Lli.; ; Newark, N. J. 


ook K MARK) oo 


MRTERBATIONAL SCAED 
Wochi-Uaas-banle tay 
‘Supplies awantfeltinevery 
School. 40.000 in use. Sample free. “ 
B. B. Clissold, 188 Madisca gt., Chicago. 





ESSON 


















0 rene or 100 larger Decalcomanies or 
$30) a. ge Sandeposheet cards, 25 cts. 200 





cards, 10 cen 
A PIERCE. 1% ee Street, Chicago. 
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READY. 


NEW. 


PELOUBET'S NOTES Te Primary Teacher's 


ON THE 
LESSONS OF 1878. 
Price, $1.25. 
$2 00. 


Post-paid to any address in United | 
States or Great Britain. 


Also, 


Pelouiel's Question Books, | 


| 


Interleaved edition, | 


Nos. 1, 2, axp 3, 
ON LESSONS OF 1878. 
DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR FREE. 





D. R. NIVER, Albany, New York. 





EDUCATIONAL. 








B . Sherengh Preparation for Business! ; SS 
BRYANT & STRATTON 


BUSINESS COLLECE 


And Telegraphic Institute, 

108 S. Tenth St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
Increased facilities. Telegraphic Dept. in charge 
of the Manager and Electrican of the 
Allanticand Pacific Telegraph Co. For 
8B full particulars, call or send for free C 
illustrated circular, J. E. Sou“, Pres. 

ete 








HESTER VALLEY ACADEMY, 
DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER CO., PA. 
An institution where boys receive a judicious 


Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 
ness, or the professions. Location healthy. Charges 





very low. or catalogues, address : 
F. DONLEAVY LONG, A.M., Principal. 
EDGWICK INSTITUTE, .Great Barrington, 


) Mass. A superior Family Schoo! for young boys 
in Southern Berkshire. Ample grounds, gymnasium, 
thorough instruction, kind care and attention, with 
the influences of a Christian home. 

JAMES BIRD, A. M., Principal. 





OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages for a thorough education. For 
circulars, address, 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 

and Commercial College. Founded 1802. A Sea- 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston, For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 





INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE, 
0 Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan- 
guages, Painting, and Music. 

REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President. 





LASSICAL INSTITUTE, NO. 247 SOUTH THIR- 
teenth St., Phi adelphia. Duties resumed Sep- 
tember 10th. J W. FALRES, D.D., Principal. 





ATAPLEWOOD MUSIC SEMINARY for Yonng 
M Ladi-s Established 163 For catabogues 
address Professor D S BABCOCK, 

Eat Haddam, Midulesex Co., Conn, 


OLDEN HILL SEMINARY, 
' For Young Ladies, 
Bridgeport, Conn, Addrers the principal, 
: MISS EMILY NELSON. 


“LUMBER 


Sonthern PITCH PINE. Michigan and Canada, 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS. Building 
and Ship TIMKER. Lumber forexport. Cargoes 
eut to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also 
dressed seasoned Lumber. Wainsecoting, Mould- 
ings, etc., for trimming churches and fine dwelli- 
ings. 








Please send for estimates. 
FE. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New York. 





THEY ALL DO IT! WHAT? 
BUY THEIR TYPE AND MATERIAL FROM US 
Why ? Because we sell cheaper and d> not misrep- 
resent, therefore give entire satisfaction. Prices 
same toall, Uuifit from $.0uup. Send stamp for 
Catalog ue. 


NATIONAL TYPE CO., 


58 South Third Street, Phila. 
$2 Seli-Inker Keystone 
Pea Press, 100 Printing le’ters, Roller, Ink, 

2/7 reylets, lewis, card+, type, and outside 


ecxuse, Al for $3. Stamp for Catalogue. 
= W.C. Evaus, bv N. Nintn st., Phila, Pa, 




















W aa An hl ) A su'tatle Man or Woman to 
AN rk . engayve in exhibiting the famous 
allegorical BLACK VALLEY RAILROAD Tem- 
perance Painting. “Incomparable as an exhbibi 
tione: truth.”"—J, B. Guugh. Write to P.O. BUX, 
6008, BORAT ON, 





FINE CARDS, all styles, with name, only 10c. 
and stamp. F. P. DUNGAN, Chariton, lowa. 








5 Cards, 23 styles. 13c.; 30 Elegant Cards, no 2 alike® 
L0c. with name. Secoombe & Co., Kinderhook, N.Y. 


MONTHLY. 


FOR ALL TEACHERS OF CHIL- 
DREN, 


Including Parents, Infant Class Teachers, 
Intermediate Class Teachers, Leaders of 
Children’s Meetings, and Preachers to 
Children. 





EVANGELICAL AND UNDENOMINATIONAL. 





MRS. W. F. CRAFTS, Eprror. 


Terms, 60 cents per year. 
five or more, 50 cents. 


SAMPLES FREE. 
D. R. NiVER, Albany, New York. 


In clubs of 





FIFTEEN 


EXCELLENT CONCERT 


EXERCISES. 


EITHER SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
OR CHURCH3USE, 
BY 
PHILIP PHILLIPS. 


These Exercises are arranged with the words 
and music printed out in full, and are bound in 
one volume, making a book of 160 pages. Cloth 
cover ; gilt stamp. 


FOR 


PRICE, 35 CENTS. 


Post-paid to any address in United States or 


Great Britain, 


D. R. NIVER, Albany, New York. 








Nationa: Sunday Schoot 


TEACHER 


M. ©, Hezerd, Editor. Best and most thorough 
Teachers Help published. The Ge graphy, Biog- 
raphy Mythology, ete., of the lessons, fully treated 
in separate dep rtments. its lessons are most 
helpfui and inspiring. Its editorial departments are 
exceedingly popular, Wall be taken if examined. 
$1.60 per year—les- than 


A POSTAGE STAMP 


for each Sunday. In clubs of five or more,$1.25 each. 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY. 
A new eight-page paper for the pupil, entirely 
devoted to the lesson. Can be given out each Sun- 
day. Twice the size of the ordinary lesson leaf 
Same price. Nearly the size of Quarterlies at about 
\% their price. ‘lerms:—Single copy, 9 cents per 
year; 109 copies, $9 per year; 100 copies for one 
month, 75 cents. 








THE LITTLE FOLKS. 
A Beautifully Illustrated paper for Primary classes 
for Four Sundays in each month, 
‘Terms :—Single copies, 30 cents per year. 
Specimen copy of each of the above FREE: 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., Chicago, 


THE OXFORD 
- SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers’ Bibles 








May be had at the following 
PRICES. 
Peart 24m0 Eprrton, 544x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers_-- $1.50 
French Morocco, fiexible circuit covers_.._.... 1.80 
Persian Morocco, fiexible covers.-.......---.._ 2. 


lurkey Moroceo, flexible or stiff covers__.___. 2. 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_... 5.0¢ 
Postage nine cents extra. 

NonpareiL 16mo Epirion, 644x4 in. 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers---.~----.--... 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers______. 3.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_... 6.30 
Postage twelve cents extra. 
Mrnion 8vo Epirron, 74x54 in. 


Persian Morocco, flexible covers—--..._-.-.-. $4.60 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers_____.__ 5.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined__. 8, 


Postage eighteen cents extra, 


For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 


ar‘ THOMAS NELSON & SONS, ~ 
423 Bleecker St., N. Y; 


TO PUBLISHERS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL PERIODICALS 
And Papers, and Dealers in Sunday-School Supplies. 


Lam preparing 4isiz of Vames, with P. 0. 
address, of which the following is a summary, 
viz.: 

Officers of International, State, Provincial, and 
County Sunday-school Associations, about 1,500 
nemes. Price, 50 cts. Superintendents of Sunday- 
schools and D-legates to $ 8. * onventions and As- 
semblies 10000 names and upwards. Price, 40 
cts. per 1,000 names. 

Will be ready for delivery November 15. For 
sample pages or orders, address 

E. PAYSON PORTER, 
Statistical Secretary International S. S. Convention 
18 South Ada Street, CHICAGO, 


SCHOLARS’ MONTHLY. 


A full Expo-ition of the International Sabbath 
School Lessons, with Golden Text, Illustrative 
Reading, Analysis, Questions, Bible Dictionary, etc. 

4S@- The most complete and valuahie help for 
scholars ) et offered to American Sabbath Schools. 
Terms of Subscription—Per Annum, Pust-paid : 

l copv . 
6 copies »nd upward to one addre-s, per copv__4ue. 


SCHOLARS’ LESSON PAPER. 


ee $9 00 
la smaller quantities at the same rate. 


Send three-cent stamp for specimen. 
Address, SCHOLARS’ MONTHLY, 
77 Fifth Street, Louisville, Ky. 


QUAKER CITY ORGAN CO. 
Sunday-schools and others wishing to purchase 
will receive special rates by ordering trom 
FACTORY, 222 MARKET ST., Philadelphia, 














Best Books for 
SINGING SCHOOLS. 


CHORUS CHOIR INSTRUCTION BOOK. 


By A.N. Johnson. Just out. Contains the sys- 
tem of thia celebrated teacher, so minutely and 
lainly described, that it is the easest and b st 
lenent for Teachers and Leaders: and it is also a 
most entertaining, useful, 9nd thorongh book for all 
Music Classes and Conventions: with the plainest 
of plain instructions, and 260 pages of the best 
music, graded from the easiest to the most difficu t, 
and continually referred tx. The book alsv best 
answers that perplexing question: “How to have 
oes in Congregations.” $1.38 ; or $12 00 per 

OZ. 

THE ENCORE. By L. O. Emerson. This fine 
book has already been used by thousands, who have 
had but one opinion as to its admirable collection 
of Sacred Music, of Glees, Quartets, Trios, Duets, 
Songs, &c., for practice. It is a capital Glee Book 
a3 well as Singing Class Book. Thorough Instruc- 
tive Course. 76 cts.; or $7.50 per doz. 

PERKINS’ SINGING SCHOOL. Ry W. O. Perkins 
This, like the “ Encore.” is an excellent Glee Kook 
as well as Singing School Book, and will be a fine 
book for Conventions and for easy practice in 
Choirs and Societies. Good instrnetive course, and 
the best of music. 75 cents; or, $6.75 per dozen. 

All teachers and convention holders are invited 
to insure their success this season by using ove of 
these books. For sale everywhere. Copies sent 
post free by mail, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON 4 CO. J. BE. DITSON & CO. 
S43 Broadway, to Lee & Walker 
New York. Philadelphia. 





NOW READY! 


CHORAL ANTHEMS 
BY H. P. DANKS. 
128 large pages of Superior Anthems, adapted 
for all occasions of worship. 

We offer this entirely NEW and valuable work 
at the low price of wore per dozen, in order to 
bring it within reach of every Choir in the land. 
We will mailit to any address ON RECEIPT 
OF $1 50. 


—~———— 
VINEYARD OF SONG. 
REVISED EDITION. 





any other book offered for the use of 
Byte G Schools, Singing Classes and Conven- 

tions, for instruction and practice in 
the art of Singing. 


It contains 192 pages of valuable material. 
Price, $7.50 per dozen ; 75 cts. each, by mail. 


—o— 
BIGLOW & MAIN’S 
CHRISTMAS ANNUAL, 


No. 8. 
Containing Six new and beautiful Christmas 
Carols, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 can also be sup- 
plied. The Annual has now become a necessity 
at Christmas Festivals. Sent by mail on receipt 
of price— 
5 cents each; $4 per 100 Copies 


BIGLOW & MAIN. 
76 East Ninth Street, New York 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago, 





WEEKLY S.S. PAPERS FREE 
For December to subscribers for 1878. “ Lesson 
Helper ;” giving full explanations of International 
Lessons for Teachers and Bible Classes. “ The 
uestioner” for Intermediate Classes. “ My Picture 
nm” and “Our Little Messenger” for Primary 
Classes. Can be distributed every Sunday. Kvan- 
gelical! Undenominational! Cheap! Speeimens free! 
Address Evangelical Publishing Co.,7u bible House, 
New York. 


CURIOSITIES. Three Thou- 
BIB Dee Prize Questions and An- 
swera, pertaining to Scrip‘ure 


persons, places, and things with facts and figures 
and ready reference tables. By a N.Y. City 5.8 
Superintendent, with introduction by Rev. J. H. 
Vincent, D.D, 402 pages. $1.40. Agents wanted, 
E. B. TREAT Publisher, 805 Broadway, New ‘ork. 








~-PASTOR’S 


POCKET MANUAL 


Perpetual Pocket Record. 


UNDENOMINATIONAL. 
Arranged by REV, SYLVANUS STALL, A M. 


PRICE, $1.00. 


Post-paid io any address in Uni'ed States or 
Greay Britain. 

“No pastor could use it without very great profit " 
—Rev. Henry Darling, D D, Albany, N. Y. 

“T have seen n+ thing b-iter for its uses than Mr. 
Stall’s P cket Record’ for pastors.’ — Rev. Thomas 
Kx. Beecher, Elmira, N. Y. 

“its depyrtments cover everything a minister 
wishes to record.”-Rev. W. F. Crafts, Chicago, IU 

It is a nest little book «+f 200 pages. bound in 
levant morocco and stamped im gold, affording 
space for the recording of 69 chur: h officers, 575 
members, and 5,175 pa: toral calls directly opposite ; 
2533 names of persous not members, and 2.:77 cleri- 
cal calls on the same; 46 communion season-, 207 
baptism, 92 marriages, 115 funerals, 276 sermons, 92 
addresses, 184 new members, besides ten other 
departments. 


D. R. NIVER, Albany. New York. 








NOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE FOR 
BRAINARD'S 


MUSICAL WORLD 


$1.50 per year, or 15 cts. per number. 

Every number contins 36 pages of elegant new 
music and choice readiog matter, The November 
number contains: 

WILL THE DEAR OLD TIMES COME BACK AGAIN? 
Beautiful new sonz and chorus by Max Vernor. 
A perfect gem. Sells for 35 cts. 

SPEAK AS OF OLD. New song and chorus by A. 
H Kosewig. Will please all. Sells for 35 cents. 
ON BUTIERFLIES’ WINGS. Galop-Caprice for prano 

by A. Jungman. Brilliant and showy. Sel s fur 50 


cents. 

HEATHER BELL MAZURKA. By Charles Kinkel. 
Ea-v and prettv. Sells fur 30 eta, 

DWIGHT. S.M. BEYOND. S.M. BONAR. S.M. Three 
new church tur es foreheirs, from the new singing- 
book * The Galaxy,” which sells for $1 00, 

But all this choiee new music is ineiuded in the 
Mus:cal World for November which selis for only 16 
cents. Sold by most Newsdealers or ma'led, on 
receipt of price, by the publishers. sag-TWO 
MONTHS FREE. We offer this month to send the 
Musica} World from Nov., 1877, to Jan., 1879 (fourteen 
months), po-«-psid, together witn our premium 
ie “Musical Hints,’ by Kari Merz, on receipt of 

150 

Agents Wanted. The trade supplied by American 
News Co., New York ; New England News Co.. Bos- 
ton; or Western News Co., Chicago. Catalogues of 
sheet Music and Music Books sent free. 


$%. BRAINARD'S SONS, Publishers, Cleveland, 0. 


Valuable Books on Missions, 


LIGH! ON THE DARK RIVER; or, Memorials of 
Mrs. H. A. Hamlin. and her Mission Work in 
Turkey. By Mrs. Margaret W. Lawrence, 12mo, 
Cloth. Steel plate. $1.50. 

A GOOD FIGHT; or, George Dana Boardman and 
the Burman Mission. By Rev. A. King With en 


Introductory Essay by W. R. Wiliiams, D.D. New 
edition. Larve l6mo, $1.24, 

DR. GRANT AND THE MOUNTAIN NESTORI- 
ANS. By Rev Thomas Laurie. With a Map of 


the Country, and numerous illustrations. Large 
lémo. $1.5! 


AN AMERICAN WOMAN IN CHINA and her Mis- 
sionary Work there. By Rev. J. B. Jeter, D D, 
Large IG1no. $1.24, 


BOSTUN: D. LOTHROP & CO., PUBLISHERS, 


NEW AND GOOD BOOKS. 


DESERTED JESSIE; or, A Girl without a Name. 
By Mary B. Colby. ltmo, sdu pp. Cloth, $1.25. 

LEONORE’S TRIALS; or, Learning to Follow 
Jesus, 16mo. Cloth, $1.4. 


SUNSHINE AMONG THE CLOUDS. By Wm. D, 
Hedden limo, 353 pp. Cloth, $1.50. 


ts me required by Church, Sunday-school, or 
amily. 
U. D. WARD, 


150 Nassau Street, New York. Up stairs. 


The Gospel in Song, 


By the request of many friends, Professor William 
John-on and daughter have arranged a programme 
of Solus, Duetts, and Choruses, interspersed with 
appropriate Scripture passages, making a connected 
whole for an evening; illustrating in song Man's 
condition and God's provision. A limited number of 
engagements will be made with Sunday-schvols and 
churches, 

Address, 4228 KINGSESSING AVENUE, 
West Philadelphia. 














Seclect Books 


FORS.S. LIBRARY. 


The balarce of a choice select lot of the best 
beoks suitable tor a Su: day-school Library, wil: be 
sold very low if applied four »t+mce. for vatalogue 
adidress GEO. W. HERTZEL, 145 West Forty- 
seventh St,, New York. FUR 30 DAYS ONLY. 








SPECIAL NOTICE. 


For THE SUMMER MONTHS ONLY. We offer our immense 
stock of Books at much less than our el prices 
If you want ANY Sy list to us for estimate. 

N. TIBBALS & SON 


87 Park Row, New York. 








SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. Ten cents eg 
mag free. Address M. E., Box 53, Kiaderhook. 
New York. 





0) EXTRA FINE MIXED CAR with name, 
4 l0cts., post-paid. L, JONES &CO.,, Nassan, N.Y. 
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PUBLICATIONS. . 


PUBLICATIONS. 





To be published about November 10. 


HANIEBOOK 
BDL READINGS 


Edited by 
ii. B. CHAMBERLIN, 


With an Introduc- 
tion by 


D. W. WHITTLE, 


On BIBLE READINGS, How to Prepare and How 
to Use Them, 

A chapter by Rev. Joseph Cook, on “BIBLE 
READING AND BIBLE MARKING.” 

And 600 BIBLE READINGS and Bible Studies, by 
I}, L. Moody, Henry Moorhouse, D. W. Whittle, 
Geo, Muller, Rev. W. 8. Rainsford, B.A.. Rev. J. H. 
Vincent, D.D., Rev. W. F. Crafts, Charles Cullis, M.D., 
Bb. F, Jacobs, Rey. George F. Pentecost, D.D, Rev. 
H. M. Parsons, Rev. J. H. Brookes, D.D., Rev. Geo. 
A. Hall, R. R. McBurney, L. W. Munhall, J. W. Dean, 
Geo, C. Needham, Rev. C. M, Whittelsey, Rev. John 
Gordon, Rey, 'I', B. Stephenson, R, C, Morgan and 
others, 

Kach Bible Reading will give in outline the title, 
topics, divisions, points, and Scripture references, 

‘The Book will also contain chapters on: 

THE LAYMAN’S B‘BLE. By Ralph Wells. 

THE BIBLE WITH CHRISTIAN WORKERS, 
By Key, James H. Brookes. 

THE BIBLE WITH INQUIRERS. By Rev. 
Geo A. Hall. 

THE BIBLE IN EVERY-DAY LIFE, By Rev. 
W. F. Crafts. 

Also, an outline of the Bible Readings and Bible 
Studies of the 

WATKINS GLEN CONFERENCE, 
With complete Scripture References, Also, Bible 
Readings and Lectures of 8. 8. Parliament for 1877. 

The Manuscript is having careful and competent 
revision, and the book will be of value to Pastors, 
Christian Workers, Bible Students, Sunday-school 
‘Leachers, and all who love God's Word. 

200 pages, Itmo, Price. Paper covers, 50 cents; 
Cloth, 75 cents, Send orders to Publishers, 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 
46 Madison Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Sent by mail on receipt of price, 


Early orders 
solicited. 





JUST ISSUED BY THE n 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT 8T., PHILADELPHIA. 


PASTORAL THEOLOGY. 
The Pastor in the Various Duties of his Office. 
BY THOMAS MURPHY, D.D. 


Pastor of the Frankford Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, 


PRICE, $3.00, 


An eminently practical guide to the Pastor, full 
of plain suggestions and helps in his work, and 
the result of a long and successful experience, en- 
riched by constant reference to the author's notes 
= Dr, Archibald Alexander's lectures to his stu- 

ents, 





8vo, 





DR. BOARDMAN’S 


“HIGHER LIFE” 


Doctrine of Sanctification, 
TRIED BY THE WORD OF GOD. 
SECOND EDITION. 16mo. Price, $1.25. 


ALSO, 
DR. A. A. HODGE’S 


Manual of Forms 


16mo. PRICE, 50 CENTS. 


Please address 
JOUN A. BLACK, Business Superintendent. 


CROW ELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 








No, l. 80 Vols. 18mo. $10 00, 
No.2 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 
No. 3. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 60. 





The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to 
increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection, Send for our complete 
catalogue, 

T. Y. CROWELL, 74 BROADWAY, NEW YORE, 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 

CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpful to 

beth Feacher and Scholar. Its cost is 

only 7 cts. quarter, or 25 ots. a year. 

Rend SEVEN CENTS for a 8 

umber, and be convinced. 

ELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 
way, New York. 





“The best volume of Sermons recently published.” 


THE GOSPEL INVITATION. 


Sermons related to the Boston Revival of 1817. By 
17 clergymen of different denominations. Smal! 
8vo, Cloth, $1.50. 


= all bookstores, or sent post-paid for advertised 
rice, 
* LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO., BOSTON, 


Papers for Little Children. 


“My Picture Lesson,” four small pages weekly, 
telling the International Lesson in Pictures and 
Stories. “The best primary lesson paper Only 
fifteen cents a year, when twelve or more copies are 
taken. ‘Our Little Messenger ;” two large pages 
weekly, or four pages semi-monthlyv; without les- 
son or date, and filled with beautiful pi tures and 
stories. Only fourteen cents a year, when twelve or 
more copies are taken, Specimens Free! Address 
Evangelical Publishing Co., 70 Bible House. N. Y. 


The Convention 
- and Choir. 


5 By S. W. STRAUB, 
© For Choirs, Conventions, Singing Schools, Etc. 


Very attractive and perfectly graded Elemen- 
f= tary Exercises, Sparkling Glees, Superb Hymn 
‘Tunes, nearly 200 pages of Splendid Anthems, 
5 Grand Sacred and Secular Choruses, 
320 pages; only } Ree $10.00 per dozen. 
™ Choir Leaders, Singing Schoo! Teach- 


ers and Convention Conductors should not think 
ot adopting any other book before examining this, 


CROWN OF CLORY. GOOD CHEER! 
BY S. W. STRAUB, BY S. W. STRAUB. 

A splendid collection of new For Singing Classes, etc., 
S. S. Music; highly praised | the MOST and BEST for the 
by all! 35 cts. 3.60 per doz. | money; only 60 c. $6. per doz. 
For sale by Musio Dealers and Booksellers generally, 


Either book sent post free for retail price. Specimen pages free. 


JANSEN, McCLURG & CO., Chicago, III. 











SPECIAL NOTICE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS 


AND SCHOLARS. 


The publishers of the American Agriculturalist 
offer, among other premiums for subscribers, a $650 
Piano for 625 subscribers, old or new. Now, I want 
that piano for Sunday-school use in the vestry of 
the Congregationalist Society here, and take this 
method to get it. Now, it seems to me that out of 
the 24,000 subscribers to The ‘imes there are a 
great many more than 625 subscribers to the Agri- 
eulturalist, and if so how many are willing to renew 
their subscriptions for 1878 through me, at the 
nee price of $1.60 per year? Will every Sunday- 
svhool worker and scholar please ask his or her 
friends if they will, for the sake of the Sunday- 
school cause, renew their Agriculturalist subscrip- 
tions through me? Persons who are not new 
subscribers can, by subscribing NOW, receive the 
remaining numbers for 1877 FREE. Please use 
your influence to get NEW ones as well as old. 

1 refer to Rey. John W. Dodge and Rey. C, L. 
Rotch, of Yarmouth Port, Mass., Hon. John B. D. 
Cogswell, President Massachusetts Senate, Boston, 
W. D. Gentry, M.D., Memphis, Tenn., Rev, John 
Dickenson, (forme: ly of ) Bridgeport, Ct., and others 
if required. Address, 


GEORGE OTIS, Yarmouth Port, Mass, 


MARK TWALN’S — 


PATENT 


OELF-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made- 
Each page is already 
gummedtoreceive 
your scraps. 
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Child’s Book, 1 style, 40 cents each. 
Newspaper Clippings, 14 styles, 65c. to $4.50, 
Pictorial Scra\ , 3 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00, 


Prescription Book, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 
Pocket Scra k, 2 styles, 15c. and 20c, 
Any of the a! 


ve books can be obtained alge 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- 
paid, on receipt of price. Send for a descriptive 
circular, 
SLOTE, WOODMAN, 4 Co., 
Buianx Boox “ aNvuractunens, 

1§9 and 121 William Street,New York. 












THE NATIONAL SCHOOL FURNITURE CO. 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS, 
111 & 113 William St., N.Y. and 113 & 115 State St., Chicago. 
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INSURANCE. 


1825. 


1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00. - - ~ Assets, $1,655,717.20. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L, THOMSON, Assa’t. Secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
CASH CA Pi TAL, - 





34 WALNUT STREET. 


- - $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAFFF, 
President. Vice-President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, 


J. E. KINGSLEY, JAMES HUNTER, 
f 3 HENRY HAINES, 

WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN 8S. WHILLDIN, 
DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
J. B. SHEPPARD, 
W. C. HAMILTON, WM. A. LEVERING, 
J.S. FUWELL, D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 

WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 

JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


NEW YORK 
And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.80, 
4.15, 5,30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 


LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
and | OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 4,15 


Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train, 


TICKET OFFICES, 434, 732 and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Baggage 
collected and checked to destination by Mann’s 
Express. 


FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 


PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CoO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from $10 to $50 oneach Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays. Illus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 


154 Tremont St., BOSTON; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 
260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


FFER y We will during 
A GRE sthese Hard Times 
dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS,new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATERS’ at lower prices for cash corInstali- 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS’ GRAND SQUARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLU= 
DING THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOU- 
DOIR) arethe BEST MADE.7 Octave Pianr- 
os 8150.71-3 do $160 not used 2 year. “2” 
Stop Organs $50. 4 Stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 
8 Stops $75. 10 Steps $88. 12 Stops $100 
cash, not used a year, in perfect order and 
warranted. LOCAL & TRAVELING AWTS 
WANTED. Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. 
A liberal discount to Teachers, Ministers, Churches, 
Schools, Lodges etc, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactn- 
rers and Dealers, 40 EAST t4th STR EET, 
Union Square, New York. P.O. Box, 3567. 
TESTIMONIALS. 

The N. ¥. Times says: ‘* Waters’ Orchestrior 
Chime Organ” is a beautiful little instrument, sim- 

ly perfect, The Chime of two and one-half octave 
hes and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player are singularly fine. 

The tone is full, clear and resonant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
dells.—Christiian Union, 

The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 
very best, We are enabled to speak of these instru- 
ments with confidence from personal knowledge. 
aN, Y, Evangelist. 2 

We can speak of the merits of the Waters’Pianos 
from personal knowledge, as being af the very beat 
quality. Christian Inteliingencer, ; . 


HIRAM MILLER,’ 
B. B. THOMAS, 
F. W. KENNEDY. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


CHEERING WORDS. 
“ My God shall supply all your need.”—Phi/, 4: 19. 
[Charlotte Murray in The London Christian.) 
I know not what you need, my brother, sister ; 
But this I know—my God will listen now 


| In tender sympathy and deep compassion, 
| If in your trouble you before him bow. 


You need submission? Hath his love afflicted, 
And do his ways seem hard to understand ? 

Then ask for grace to say, amid the darkness 
“My Father, though thou smitest, hold my 


hand!” 


Or-is it strength you need? Are you exhausted 
With weary watching, or with sorrow’s pain ? 
Oh, whisper this to him, the God of comfort, 
And he will willingly his child sustain. 


Or do you need direction on life’s journey— 
The way you have to tread, to be made clear? 

Now tell him so, and he will gently lead you 
Just step by step through each successive year. 


You cannot ask too much. Then, friend, I leave 
you 
In God's own loving care, with perfect rest, 
For well I know, for Jesus’ sake he loveth 
To give his children all his very bes¢. 


REMEMBRANCE. 


{The Rev. Robert Collyer, in The Christian Register.] 


A gentleman in Brooklyn wrote me the 
other day how he had been to our old home. 
“T went to see such an one,” he said, “a 
gray-haired woman now; but I shut my 
eyes, as we sat by the fire, and heard her 
laugh, and forty years fled away. It was 
the old laugh we used to hear ringing 
across the meadow, when we were lads; so 
I made believe I was laughing too: but the 
tears were in my eyes, I guess. Stillit was 
not sorrow I felt, but a joy for which laugh- 
ter could not quite finda way.” It was 
remembrance. he secret chamber had 
opened its doors; and memories of the old 
days came trooping forth, with the dew of 
their slumber on them, to make the youth 
and the ripe age one. 


And the fine old Highlander told me last 
year how the year before he had gone back 
to the glen he had left half a century ago, 
where no man knew him or remembered 
him. ‘ But,” said he, “I beard of one 
woman alive, up the glen, whom I had 
thought well of asa lassie, and she of me, 
in a shy way; still, ye see, we had no troth 
between us to make things sure, and so the 
strain of time and distance broke the thread. 
I settled down hereaway ; and the memory 
of it was all but dead, until I heard her 
name. Then! said, ‘I will go up-the glen 
and see her.’ I wondered whether she also 
had lost all track of me; for it was rather 
sad, ye see, to be left out in the cold in this 
way. She came to the door, a white-haired 
woman, so altered it was hard to mind her 
at all. She looked at me a moment ina 
wondering way, gave one sharp cry, and 
said, ‘ John, is that you after all?’ I asked 
her, after a while, how she knew me; and 
she answered, ‘The heart never forgets, 
John; don’t you mind what good friends 
we were? I saw the laddie, and heard him 
speak, when I saw your face and heard your 
voice.” Memory flashing out into remem- 
brance had made allold things new for her, 
as she sat waiting in the near neighborhood 
of that inheritance of life where there is no 
marrying or giving in marriage, but where 
men and women shall be as the angels of 
God. 


THE VALUE OF TRAINING. 
[From The New York Tribune.]} 


Early in childhood, habits of self-reliance 
and self-help may be formed. The child 
should be taught to amuse itself, to wait 
upon itself, ont to perform services, accord - 
ing to its strength and ability, for others. 
It is no kindness to a healthful child to 
wait upon it continually, when it is old 
enough to wait upon itself. 

The very bird knows that. Until their 
younglings can fly, they bring food and 
put it into their mouths, but no sooner are 
they fledged than they are pushed from the 
nest by the sensible God-taught parent, and 
compelled to exercise their own powers in 
taking care of themselves. 

It is surprising what mere training wil 
do in developing talent in children. There 
are those who have no aptitude for music, 
but persistent cultivation of the voice and 
ear does often make very passable musicians 
of those who seemingly had no talent in 
that direction. The same is true of drawing 
and painting. No child in the Boston 
schools is excused from drawing because he 
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has no liking forthe task. Of course, if one 
loves music, or mathematics, or geography, 
he will make easy and rapid advancement 
in those studies; but the Fact that he does 
not like them constitutes no reason why he 
should not become more or less proficient 
in them. 

There is no training that can take the 
place of a good home training. Those boys 
and girls who are so fortunate as to have 


fathers and mothers capable of instructing | 


them in the performance of whatever duties, 
und the acquisition of whatever accom 
plishments make home a place to be longed 
for and enjoyed, are indeed fortunate. Their 
equipment for life is complete. 

Special trainings are of great value. A 


lawyer of several years’ standing at the bar | 


in New York ina recent conversation re- 
marked: “I studied law in a lawyer’s 
My brother here, several years 


office 


younger than myself, went through the law- | 
school, and he has so much the advantage | 
of me in consequence of that training, in the 


atudious habits he has formed, in being 
brought into immediate contact with the 


J. ESTEY & 





No. 160.—Front View. 


best legal minds, in being held to the highest | 


standards, that this fall I shall enter the 
law-school and take the entire course.” 

“ Self-made men,” so called, subject them- 
selves to the severest training and disci- 
pline, and do not avail themselves of 
collegiate and technical training simply 
because the force of circumstances prevents 
them from doing so. There was never an 
hour jn their youth when Henry Wilson 
and Horace Greeley would not gladly have 
availed themselves of all the facilities 
offered by academies and colleges if they 
could have done so. How carefully they 
trained themselves. ‘ 

Skilled labor is wanted everywhere; in 
the composing-room, in the editorial room, 
in the shop, at the piano, at the forge, in 
the kitchen. Skilled labor commands good 
. wages, even in these hard times, but skilled 
labor comes and can come only by long 
training. 


A LIVE TEACHER 


WRITES: 


“THE SONG HERALD is aGrand Book; have 
already ordered 212 copies.” 
FOR SINGING CLASSES AND CONVENTIONS 
There certainly has never before appeared a book o 
musical instruction and beautiful music so com- 
plete in all its departments as 


“The Song Herald.” 


New Edition ready. 192 pages. Price, 75 cents; 
$7.50 a dozen. 


Are You One of the 90 and 9? 
This is the title of a new sacred song that is 
becoming widely popular. It has a thrilling effect 
when well sung. Price, 35 cents. 
Church’s Musical Visitor. 
THE INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF MUSIC. 


The new volume, beginning with October number, | 
will excel any of the preceding in every particular. | 
Send stamp for full particulars for the new year, | 


and proof that the Visitor “does actually give over 
$20 for $1.50!” Address 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
And 805 Broadway, New York. 


REDUCTION EN PRICE! 
GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 
THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 

THE 








Westminster Question Book, 


Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
TO REDUCE THE PRICE FROM 
$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 


At which price Orders will be filled for the year 
1878 on application to 


JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup't, 
1334 CHESTNOT ST., Philadelphia. 


“4 wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind, and no 
teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa- 
ration.” 

Foster's Cyclopedia of 
Prose Illustrations, 
SECOND SERIES 
Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
many who use the series say that they are the most 
useful books in their libraries. 

PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
minating and enforcing a lesson, or in imparting 
moral and religious truths. Royal 8vo. 721 pp. 
Cloth, $5.00. Sheep, $6.00. Half mor., $7.00. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL, 
144 Broadway, New York 


COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Chapels, etc., is proving a 


purchasing any other. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


GREAT SUCCESS. 
Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE, 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 





SAXE & ROBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
No. 86 EAST Mth ST., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORE: 








oF4. 





CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume of Coneats & Co.’s CasHMERE Bouquet Extract and 
Tortet Powpr will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 





lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 








KINGSFORD’S 
Oswego Corn Starch 


IS THE MOST DELICIOUS OF ALL PREPARATIONS FOR 








PUDDINGS, BLANC-MANGE, CAKE, ETC. 





All who havea 


SEWING MACHINE 


And use Gallaudet’s Thread-Cutter 
say—* What a very useful attachment it is, how 
easy now to remove the work, no hunting for scissors, 

| always at hand, saves time, patience, thread and 

needles enough to pay for its cost in a short time.” 
Try one, Ask your agent for 

| GALLAUDET’S, 

which is acknowledged to be the best, or send 

25 cents, stating for what machine wanted (and 

receive by return mail with full instructions) to 

WM. L. GALLAUDET, 

42 Flm Street, 

| Elisabeth, N. J. 

| THE DINGEE & CONARD CO’S 

ING 


BEAUTIFUL EVER-BLOOM 


ROSE 


| STRON OT ROSES, suitable for WI ER 
| BLOOM,sent safely by mail,postpaid. 5 splendid 
varieties, your choice, all labeled, for $15 12 for $25 
19 for $33; 26 for $4; 35 for $5. For 10centseach 
additional, one Magnificent Premium _Rose 
toevery dollar's worth ordered. Send forour NEW 
GUIDE TO ROSE CULTURE, and choose 
from over 300 finest sorts. We make Rosesa Great 


Specialty, and are the largest Rose-growers in Amer- 
iva. Refer to 100.000 customers in the United States 
nd Canada THE DINGEE & CONARD CQ., 


le sE-GROWERS, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa. 





and STEREOPTICONS of all kinds and prices. 
Views ‘illustrating every subject for PUBLIC 
EXHIBITIONS, etic. S2- 4 profitable busin ss 


for a man with smali capital. Also, Lanterns for Col 
| leges, Sunday-schools, and Home Amusement. A 
| Magic Lantern and 20 Photographie Views of Bibl» 
| History for $25. 74 page ilustrated catalogue free. 
McALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau St., Nv 





United States Corset Company. 
Of New York. 


THE STANDARD CORSET OF 
America for Elegantly Proportioned 
Form, Perfect aud Natural Fullvess 
of Bu-t. insuring Comfort and Ease 
in use, and giving aGraceful, Stylish, 
and Faultless Figure to the wearer. 
If your dealer does not keep them, 
sead us, with waist messure, 60 cents 
for a Charm, 75 cts. for Beauty, $1 for 


AA, and $1.25 for Fifth Avenue, or 60 cents for 
Children’s Woven Waist, and we will send them, 
post-paid. Address, P. O. Box 4928 N. York. 








DR. WARNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
ing pads. nequaled for beauty, 
style, and comfort. hy ge by all 
41 physicians. For sale by leading mer- 
chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
img Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$1.00. 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 


CROLL SAWS | 


FANCY WOODS, 





DESIGNS, TOOLS &c&c. 


STER PiCK,Manur’s AGENT 
) CHAMBERS ST. NLY. 








Case’s Bible Atlas 


Quarto Size. Accu and up te the times. 16 Full Page 
Maps, with Explanatory Notes,and Index. Designed to aid 
Sunday School Teachers and Scholars. Every Family needs 





it. Price $1.00, Sent by mail on receipt of price. 
Liberat 


AGENTS WANT in every Townshi 
Terms given. Address op Chane Co., . Conn 


CHURCH FURNITURE, 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others. No agencies, P.O, address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 











BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted, 

Illustrated Catalogue sent Free, 

Vanpuzen & Tier, 102 KE, 2d St., Cincinnati. 








MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
42 Ulustrated Catalogues sent free. 


ASK YOUR GROCER FOR 
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HONE GENUINE UNLESS BEARING 
OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 


Slight metalic seal, attached to the string, as in theeut. 7 


with Cireularand Jig- 
LATHES civasa 


SCROLL SAWS rtumpn: 


Barnes’, Dexter, Centennial, an 
Beach’s Parlor—70c. to $30 each. 
Sorrento Saws, Carv- 
ing Toolsand Designs. 

6 L$ oe Sees a 

sts, Ca mters, Cahb- 

inet - Makers, ond Seer depart- 
ment of Mechanical Trade. 


ith best I nie 
TAAL CHESTS “si tose 
Send for Catalogue, and state what kind of tools 
or machines you require. 


TALLMAN & MCFADDEN, 


TOOL DEPOT, 
607 Market Street, Phi.aidelphia, Pa 


PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 

We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 

exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 

years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 

day on interest or principal; no investor through us 

ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & C0O., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
243 Broadway, New York. 











LATELY IMPROVED. 
Overcoming all possibil- 
ity of Slipping off Shoul- 
der; all sizes for both 
sexes; worth ten times 
its cost in promoting 
health and securing an 
erect form. Send bh 25 
and chest measure to 
Cleveland Shoulder 
Brace Co., Cleveland, 0. 
Ask your dealer for 
PRATT’S New Patent Brace. 





$3 PRINTING PRESS 


Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
any press. Larger sizes for large work 
Do your won printing and advertising 
and save money. Excellent spare hour 
amusement for youngorold. Can be 
q made a money making business any- 
whers. Send 3c. stamp for large 


logue to KELSEY & '©O.. Manuf’s. Meriden, Conn. 








»hoicest in the worid—Importers’ 
1s—Largest Company in America— 
verybody—Trade continvaily 


mya Q —The 
pe 1S. price 


| staple article—pleases ¢ 


increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best in 

dues nis-~«ion’t waste time—send for Circular to 

| RORERT WELLS, President of the Original Amer- 
3 Vesey St., N. ¥ 


ican Tea Co,, 


P. O, Box 1287. 





 (\ LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, 13c. 40 
4) } in ease, lc. 25 styles Acquaintance Cards, 10c. 
d U iz’ ts outfit, l0e 


DOWD &CO., Bristol, Conn. 





| 

| 

| » Fashionable Cards, no two alike, with name 10c, 
| Ae) post-paid, Geo. I. Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y 
a asp sinegpsl eT 
i 


2 p ELEGANT CARDS, no two ao name, 


2) 10c,, poatpaid. J.B. HUSTED, Nassau, N, Y. 
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Read the Following Splendid Offer, 


And send us your name and address, upon receipt 
of which we will forward you descriptive circulars. 


Appletons Journal, 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY, 


Containing descriptive illustrated articles on well- 
known localities ; continued stories by the foremost 
f-reign and American authors; short sketches of 
travel, history, adventure and romance; reviews of 
first-class works; bright and crisp editorials, The 
best and cheapest magazine published, 


THE 


Popular Science Monthly 


CONDUCTED BY E. L. AND W. J. YOUMANS, 


Containing the best thouchts of the most advanced 
minus in this and other countries; illus- 
trated when necessary to further 
convey their ideas. 


THE 


Popular Science Monthly 


SUPPLEMENT, 


CONDUCTED BY E. L. AND W. J. YOUMANS. 


Containing the very best articles published in the 
fureign scientific journals and reviews. 


SPECIAL CLUB RATES, 
Regular Prices. 
APPLETONS’ JOURNAL.....-.-- per annum, $3 00 


APPLETONS’ JOURNAL, with 

Piate of “Dickens in his 

EE wowed chee eienuce ™ 400 
POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY ™ 5 00 
POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY 

SUPPURMENT cscces cncnaese = 3 00 


We will send the above-named magazines to one 
address for one year, for $9.60; with Plate of 
~ Dickens ia his Study,” $10 00, 

POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY 

and APPLETONS’ JOURNAL one year, $7 20 
POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY 

and APPLETUNS' JOURNAL, 

wih Plate of © Dickens in his 

ttury” « 8 00 
POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY 

and POYULAR  &CLENCE 

MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT_. € 7 00 
APPLETON JOURNAL and 

POPULARSCIENCE MONTH- 

LY SUPPLEMEN r'....-.....- oa 5 25 
APPLETONY JOURNAL and 

POPULARSCIESCE MONTH- 

LY SUPPLEMENT, witn Piate 

of “ Dickens ia his Study,’ ad 6 U0 


Aoy pe son sending us four subscriptions to either 
mavazine, with amonnt tor the same will be entitled 
to a copy gratis; that iv, five copies of APPLE- 
TONS’ JOURNAL will be sent as vou mav direct 
upon rece'pt o $12.0); five copies of THE POPULAR 
SCIENCE MONTHLY, for $.0 00, 

Address all communications to 

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 
649 and 551 Broadway, New York City. 


Eubscriptions to the above Magazines 
received at this Office. 


AMON THE CHILDREN, 


The following are among the publications of the 
National Temperance Society specially adapted to 
the temperance ins ruction and right training of 
the children in Sunday-schools, Javenile Organiza- 
tions, Bands of Hope, Concerts, ete, : 

The Two Ways. By George Thayer. 16 
pages. 6 cents each; per dozen, 60 cents. 

The Cup of Death. By Rev. W. F. Crafts, 
18 pages. 6 cents each; per dozen, 6) cents, 
The Two Wines. By T. R. Thompson, 16 

pages. 6 cents each; per dozen, 60 cents. 

The Alcohol Fiend. By Rev. W. F. Crafts. 
16 pages, 6 cents each; per dozen, 60 cents. 
The Catechism on Alcohol. By Miss Julia 

Colman, 36 pages. Per dozen, 60 cents, 
Band of Hope Manual. 36 pages. Per 
dozen, 60 cents. 
Roli of Honor, Illustrated. With triple 


pledge, size 20x28 inches, space for 240 names, 
25 cents. 








The Temperance Speaker. 
Stearns, 18mo, 288 pages, 75 cents. 
The National Temperance Orator. B 


Miss L. Penney. 12mo, 288 pages, $1. 


By J. N. 


“<4 


Readings and Recitations. 12mo, 96 pp., 
price, paper covers, 25 cents; cloth, 60 cents, 
By Miss L, Penney. A collection of choice 
articles of poetry and prose, adapted for use in 
schools and all temperance orgauizations. 


Address J. N. STEARNS, 
Publishing Agent, 
58 Reade St, New York. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF THE INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 


OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, 


ON THE 


Framination of the New York Life Insurance Co. 


OF NEW YORK CITY. 








INSURANCE DEPARTMENT, Albany, October 24, 1877. 


The Superintendent having personally, and through the services of the Deputy Superintendent, 
aided by the force of the Department, commenced and completed a searching examination into the 
affairs of the New York Lire Insurance Company of the City of New York, it affords him 
unqualified pleasure at being able to announce and ry te the gratifying fact that the result 
of this examination is most satisfactory, and that, from the data in possession of the Department, the 
solvency of this or other companies undergoing a similar test, can be readily ascertained, at little 
expense, for many years to come, 

This Company was organized in 1845,and no investigation having been made, either by the 
Department or other preperly constituted public authority, prior to the date when the Department 
was formed, much time has necessarily been expended to bring the matter to a conclusion. 

The services of forty-one gentlemen of character, standing, and experience, have been procured, 
who have valued and appraised the property situated in forty counties in this State, and in the 
State of New Jersey, covered by 2,629 mortgages, amounting to the sum of $17,354,847 84, and forty- 
nine pieces of property owned by the Company amounting in value to the sum of $2,541,576 46; 
which services have been intelligently and efficiently performed. The abstracts of title to each and 
every piece of these large amounts of property have been closely examined and reported on to the 
satisfaction of the Saperintendent. Ail other investments, amounting to $10,311,045 67, bave been 
carefully looked into, and evidence of payment by the Company, either by check or otherwise, for 
such investments, demanded and given, although many of these payments were made twenty years 
ago. The cash securities of the Company, the cost of which on the books amounts to $9,730,529 91, 
are of the most unexceptionable character, and are worth $580 515 76 more than cost. 

The Superintendent personally examined these securities, taking the letter, number, and denomi- 
nation of each security, and preserving the record of the same in the Department. In every instance 
where securities had depreciated in value. such depreciation had been promptly charged to profit 
and loss account, and all items of doubtful character had been stricken off by the Company from its 
assets, and omitted from its reports. Complete seriatim lists of policies, premium loans, and uncol- 
lected and deferred premiums have been made, and are on file in the Department, 


Liabilities. 


Everv item of liability, real and actual, or contingent, as sworn to by the officers in the last 
Annual Report made to the Department, a copy of which is herein embraced, has been closely 
scrutinized, and the statements in said report found to be true to the letter, and no other liabilities 
were found to exist. 

Miscellaneous. 


The different Depariments—Medical, Actuarial, and Agency—have been reviewed, with the 


| most satisfactory results—gentlemen entirely competent and assiduous having been found in charge 


of each branch, to whose conduct and performance of their duties much is due. 

Agents collecting funds of the Company at different points are held toa rigid accountability, 
remittances being required at the larger points tri-weekly, while at the smallest points settlements 
are not allowed to be delayed longer than one week, Bonds are required where the sums handled 
are sufficient to justify the same. 

The system of book-keeping adopted by the Company, after many years of experience, seems to 
be perfect—the checks by one division on another ans Te) —— that no wrong can be done to 
policy-holders by false entries of any kind short of wide-spread collusion among many employés, 
all of whom were found to be exceedingly courteous, and, acting under instructions from the prin- 
cipal officers of the Company, were prompt in furnishing full information as to every detail. 

Judged by the hardest test that could be applied under the law, and with every doubtful item 
eliminated from their resources, the net surplus, as shown by the detailed statement of this Company, 
which follows, amounts to $5,962,878 79. 

This exbibit clearly establishes the fact that where a Life Insurance Company is honesily, ably 
and prudently managed, there is no occasion to force a showing of solvency by including in its 
assets prospective value of real estate, and excesses of premium payments to be received. 

For the reasons above given, the Superintendent has no hesitation in stating that this great 
Corporation is entitled to public confidence and its officers to his warmest commendation. 


Assets. 

SR Ls, eB ichbe oe ei sn bse sdwedanésdaeees<<-- ee Fe 
Ee indiancndon cnsiusensssbeuiscaste scans inntudeendeeweinicn 7 205.232 84 
Stocks, Bonds, etc., owned by the Company-----._-----------_------------- ee 10,311,045 67 
ET SESE REE SESE SAS es Ce eee eee en See rE 781585 39 
ELS See ee ea ee ee 1,427,933 18 
Interest due and accrued on Bonds and Mortgages__.....-..-.-----------------_- 224 052 75 
Interest due and accrued on Stocks and Bonds__.._--.---...----___- ee 42 320 39 
Interest due and accrued on Premium Notes and Loans -_-.-___..____.--------._. 25,709 37 
Teen ee ene nnn ee ide pecnnidnenaensapetescdhuesusauce 8.476 17 
eee ES $125,027 15 

EG tak Ohigh ned en caThbbinecdnceduadecseecwnenens 432,695 40 


el aL a en cuatinmeccwenee $557,722 55 
Deduct 20 per cent. estimated cost of collecting above_....-..---.---- 111,544 51 





eS acs Cane dinenbebnecuadhotwendwhueeenddscteegaesensnes 


Ne eck Cue aumatadmaececcn cases 
ITEMS NOT ADMITTED: 


$446,178 04 
be Soraisnady $32,945,621 30 


I IE ethnddtidignnnsdinkeattdieds sn=59 -nkoeeess nde $ 36154 19 
Cost value of Real Estate over present appraised values _.....__-__-_- 68,488 96 
Loans on Mortgage in excess of present value -_..........-..-..----- 149,605 00 
TO cenucmncecaqencecnned dp weet sdbancneendosesssuneccnwesseenassensees $254,248 15 








| RE SE BM iin tia s aGeeenwuxtncnisddemeunances« .--. $33,199,869 45 


: Liabilities. 


| Death Losses and Matured Endowments not due___..._______--_- $418,393 19 


ee ee Se ae 97,200 00 
Ng a a a 17,038 82 
Estimated liability on Lapsed Policies......---.-----.-----..------------------- 10,000 00 
Ce i wad wadiknbnshenamnduenerenesacecenese~ 26,440,111 00 





| we 
OE. Te rnten tandems ooo 5 ssa ctaeten hese akpueys> siwdne tenes -------. $26,982,742 51 
Surplus as regards policy-holders, on the basis of admitted assets es determined by 
SO er 
Surplus as regards policy-holders on the basis of total assets, as reported by the 
|, a 
Estimated Surplus of Tontine policy-holders included in the above -_.-.-.-.--.---- 








$5,962,878 79 


6,217,126 94 
517,504 84 


JOHN F. SMYTH, Superintendent. 
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It aims to be a favorite in every family—looked for 
eagerly by the young folks, and read with interest 
by the older. Its purpose is to interest while it 
amu-es; to be judicions, practical, sensible, and to 
have realy permanent worth, while it aturacts for 
the hour. 

It is handsomely illustrated, and has for contribu- 
tors some of the most attractive writers in the 
country. Among these are: 

J. T. Trowbridge, Dinah Mulock Craik, 

James T. Fie'ds, J. G. Whittier, 

Rebecca H. Davis, Louise C. Moulton, 

Mrs. A. H. Leonowens, C. A, Stephens, 

Edward Everett Hale, Harriet P. Spofford, 

Wm, Cullen Bryant, A. D. T. Whitney, 
Louisa M. Alcott. 


Its reading is adapted to the oldand young ; is very 
comprehensive in its character. It gives 


STORIES OF ADVENTURE, STCRIES OF HOME AND 
LETTERS OF TRAVEL, SCHOOL LIFE, 
EDITORIALS UPON CUR- TALES, POETRY, 
RENT TOPICS, SELECTIONS FOR DEC- 
HISTORICAL ARTICLES, LAMATION, 
BIOGRAPH’! SKETCHES, ANECDOTES, PUZZLES, 
RELIGIOUS ARTICLES, FAITH AND INCIDENTS. 
Subscription Price, $1.75. Specimen copies sent 
free, Please mention in what paper you read this 
advertisement, 


PERRY MASON & CO., 
41 Temple Place, Boston. 


Among the Turks. 


By CYRUS HAMLIN, D.D. 12mo, $1.50. 








Dr. Hamlin’s thirty five years’ residence in the 
Turkish Empire gives him special facilities for 
describing the origin, progress, laws, religion, milt- 
tary power, educational institutions, and other 
pecu'iarities of this interesting people, now brought 
with unusual prominence befure the public. 


ARNOT’S AUTOBIOGRAPHY-----------____. $2 00 














SAPHIRS'’S HIDDEN LIFE 1 50 
D&. DYKES’ ABRAHAM 1 50 
DR. HODGES’ ROMAN? 175 
BONAR’S PERSON OF CHRIST-----.---.. 6 5 
MOORE'S FORGE. A Tale.................... 1 2% 
BLACKBERRY JAM. (Mathews)--.-....... 1 25 
A PEEP BEHIND THE SCENES.--.....__.... 1 2 
JACK OT ANTERN. (Illustrated)....-..... 1 25 
THE GIANT KILLER. (lIllustrated)_....___ 1 25 
HENRYS COMMENTARY. ....................~-! 20 00 
MISS WARNER'S PINE NEEDLES.-.-.__.... 1 50 
MACDUFF'S ST. PETER. (Lilustrated)_...... 2 0 
OLIVER OF THE MILL 1 50 
HIGHLAND SERIES. (6 vo's.)_-----.-..._.... 7 50 
PEEP CF DAY LIBRARY. (8 vols.)......-_.__.. 4 0 
LETTICE EDEN, (Holt) 1 50 





ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 
530 Broadway, New York. 





«* Any of the above sent by mail, postage pre- 
paid, on receipt of the price. 





The N. Y. Tribune says of 
“A Knight of the XIXth Century.” 


BY E. P. ROE. 
“ In the present work Mr. Roe holds 
a firmer and more elevated ground than 
He stands 


upon the broadest plane of Christian 


even in his previous novels. 


experience, pointing out the path of reli- 
gwus peace, and the power of Divine 
truth to transform the forlornest victims 
of sin into models of chivalrous honor, of 

. 7 7 ° r) “> 7 . 
knightly devotien to a good cause, and of 


loveliness and purity of Christian saint- 


hood.” 


DODD, MEAD, & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
751 Broadway, New York. 


